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Retirement of Mr Joe Tobin 

It is the end of an era for sure when somebody has given most of their life to a school and they 
retire. Mr Joe Tobin went to primary and secondary school in the CBS. He first entered the Scoil 
Ailbhe in 1965. Having completed his Leaving Cert, he then attended UCC to study Arts. After his 
four years in college he returned to teach in his Alma Mater in 1980. In 1995, he went back to 
university in UCD to study to become a Guidance Counsellor. To spend 40 years teaching in a school 
and 10 years as a student is extremely rare. As a school we are very thankful for all the work and 
time Mr Tobin has given. He is busy researching a book about the history of our fine school and we 
look forward to reading it in time. Mr Tobin was heavily involved in Athletics in the school down the 
years and is a major part of why we have such a proud tradition in the sport. Mr Tobin worked under 
7 different principals in his time in the school Br. PC (Paddy) Dalton, Br. Rory Geoghegan, Br. Seán Ó 
Dugáin, Br. Micheál Ó Donnchú, Mr. Martin Quirke, Mr. Tiernan O’Donnell, Ms. Kathryn O’Brien. He 
worked under numerous deputy principals also, Mr. Jack Maher, Mr. John O’Grady, Mr. Kevin 
Maher, Mr. Myles Macken, Mr. Joe Barry, Mr. Anthony Condron Mr. Peter O’Shea, Mr. Tim Coffey, 
Ms. Kathryn O’Brien, Mr. Ollie Kelly. We wish Joe all the best in his well-earned retirement and we 
hope he continues to visit us regularly as numerous other retired teachers or past pupils do.  

 

LC2020 – Update about appeals / change of grades 

Any student due to receive corrected higher grades can access their revised results on the Calculated 
Grades Portal. 

Click the link below for the school career guidance website for all up to date information relevant to 
Senior Cycle students and LC2020 students. 

https://careersportal.ie/careerguidance/office.php?school_id=635 



Transition Year 

TY Future Leaders  

Thanks to the boys for helping run lunchtime 
activities for the 1st years. They help walk the 
1st years safely to the Railway Field, help set up 
activities for them and for generally looking out 
for the younger boys. 

 

 

 

TY PE trips  

Pitch and Putt & Tennis 

PE classes travel to Templemore to play pitch and putt as part of their curriculum this year. Another 
group also go playing Tennis in Cashel. All classes with get an opportunity to partake in both 
activities. 

TY First Aid course 

First Aid Course for Transition Year students.  4A took place on Tuesday, 4B on Wednesday and 4C 
will take place on Monday October 5th. Our thanks to Mr Pierce Murphy former teacher, member of 
the Order of Malta and great friend and supporter of the school. 

TY Great School Bake off 

Our TY’s took part in ‘The Great School Bake off’ today as part of positive aging week. They created 
tasty old school desserts which were delivered to Padre Pio nursing home Holycross to be put to the 
taste test! A fantastic effort by all. Huge thanks to Padre Pio Nursing home and our excellent TY 
students. 

 

 

 

 

 



Art 

5th and 6th year students visit to the Source 

The Source had an exhibition titled 
"Hydrocarbon" by Austin McQuinn's Friday the 
2nd of October.  He gave a talk on his work and 
inspiration behind the exhibition. It was a great 
opportunity to get out of the classroom and 
support the Art Appreciation side of the art 
history course.  

 

Board of Management  

The term of this Board of Management has come to an end after their 3-year cycle. Our thanks to 
the members finishing up and best wishes to those remaining on the Board. The Board of 
Management was made up of Mary O’Dwyer (Chairperson), Kay Skehan, Finn Ó Murchú, Jimmy 
Duggan, Niall Cahill, Mary Kennedy, Declan Fitzpatrick, and 
Helena Mawe. The Board plays a significant role in 
supporting the Principal, the staff and students in the 
school and is a voluntary role. Ms O’Brien is Secretary of 
the Board. It was a busy three years in which the school 
has overseen huge changes and developments. All 
members have close connections to the school as parents, 
past pupils, and educators. Finn visited the school as a 
school’s inspector back in 2009 and is now the Head of 
Mary Immaculate College in Thurles which is going from 
strength to strength. Our thanks to all members for their 
huge contribution to our school. 

 

Online meeting with Abbott 

Ms O’Brien and some of the staff held an online meeting with Abbott about our bursary partnership 
for Leaving Cert students. Our thanks to Abbott for their continued support with numerous students 
in college benefitting from the partnership. Abbott also gave a very generous donation to the school 
for further development.  

 

 

New Website  

We have changed and updated our website in 
the past week. The Admissions policy is available 
to view on it. The school prospectus 2020 is also 
available on it as well as the Application Form 
2021/2022 for 6th class boys. We will be further 
populating the website over the next few weeks. 



Virtual open night info  

We are working on our virtual open night as this year no schools will be able to have open nights in 
the traditional sense. This is very disappointing for staff and students alike as it is always a wonderful 
night. Huge work goes into it each year. The virtual video will be available shortly on our website, 
through the school app and social media platforms. We will distribute the school prospectus to all 
interested boys through the primary schools. It is also available on our school website. 

 

1st year wellbeing walk in Upperchurch  

On Friday the 2nd October we continued with a first-year induction program to challenge the boys in 
another way. For the past two weeks they have being jogging or walking a mile at lunchtime in the 
Railway Field. The boys left school at 9.30 in the morning and headed for beautiful Upperchurch. The 
local walking group kindly volunteered to lead the boys around one of their fine walks. Our thanks to 
Billy Clancy for helping organise this trip. All five classes of boys took part. It was a day about fun and 
fresh air. The theme was to try to talk to another boy from the year they may not speak regularly 
with and in doing so to widen the boys circle of friends across the year group. The weather held up 
for us although the walkers had a forest walk planned as Plan B if needed. The boys enjoyed their 
pack lunch at the highest point looking across numerous counties in the direction of Spa Hill in 
Johnstown. There were lots of fun and frolics, but the boys can tell you all of those. We arrived back 
to school around lunchtime and some of the boys went eating again!!!! We finished off the day with 
entertainment within each class group, watching movies together. Monday will see the boys really 
focusing on the academic side of school. We all worked hard to induct them and will continue to do 
the same especially after lockdown but now that they are more settled, we wish to press ahead with 
the teaching and learning. The boys are halfway through their taster subjects so they will need to 
start deciding what options they will chose for the year. 

  

 



1st year hurling class league final 

The 1st years at lunchtime took part in a class hurling league for any boys that wished to take part. 
Out of the 5 first year classes over 80 boys took part. Each class played each other in fifteen-minute 
games at lunchtimes over a two-week period. The competition has run since 1999 and the standard 
is as high as any year. The winning team get their class name on the trophy as well as the captain’s 
name. Lots of county players names are on the trophy and it adds to the history and respect the 
boys give to the competition. Just as the Yard League is well known in Scoil Ailbhe for its skill and 
importance, so too is the 1st year class league in the secondary section of the CBS. This year the final 
was contested by 1B and 1E with 1B winning on the day. 1B went through the competition 
undefeated and captain Bill Fogarty of Durlas Óg lifted the famous cup. Their tutor Ms O’Neill and 
Mr Kelly presented the cup in front of all first years on Tuesday last. 1st year hurling training will 
commence in the coming weeks. We have entered 3 teams into the county competitions to ensure 
all boys get a chance to pull on the school jersey and represent the school. With such large numbers 
involved it is very difficult to separate the boys, so we try give them all lots of opportunities to 
develop and improve throughout their six years in the school. 

 

 

 


