
Newsletter 9 – 27th October 2020 

  

 

Student Council 2020 – 2021 

Our Students Council has been elected. 

Congratulations to all the members and we 

look forward to an important year for 

student voice. Our members this year are 

Ryan Walsh & Max Fitzgibbon (6th year), 

James Ayilaran & Ben O’Driscoll (5th year), 

Sean Óg Leahy & Paul Commins (Ty), 

Muzaffar Ahmed & Daniel Mockler (3rd 

year), Daniel Murphy & Conn Phelan (2nd 

year), George Barry & Tadhg Ryan (1st year). 

Best of luck to the boys. Ryan spoke to the 

school on the intercom to tell the boys 

what their role will be throughout the year. 

 

Virtual open night info 

Our virtual open night took place on Monday 19th October at 

7.30. This was our first ever virtual open night, we had a live 

broadcast with all teachers rolling up their sleeves as always. 

The stars of the night had to be our students who sell our 

school best with the lovely stories they tell or experiences 

they share that the young boys in 5th and 6th class can relate 

too. Huge thanks must go to two students in particular, Eoin 

Noonan and Corey Ryan Casey whose expertise in technology 

and broadcasting was a welcome relieve to us all. Ms O’Brien 

spoke before teachers and students from different areas of 

school life gave lots of information about what life is like daily 

in our school. Past pupil Robert Healy produced a wonderful 

promo video of the school in the lead up to open night. This 

can be seen on the school website. For anyone that missed 

the open night we will upload the recording of the night to our 

website. Any queries about the school can be made through 

the office and we would only be glad to answer your queries. 



The school prospectus is available on our website as well as the Admissions Policy. The application is 

also available on our website. The closing date is the November 9th which is much earlier nationally 

this year.  

 

Open night competition winners 

Thanks to all who entered our open night Facebook competition.  

We are delighted to announce that Norah Maher is our 

competition winner. Congratulations Norah your “One for all” 

voucher can be collected from the school office. A Smyths voucher 

worth €30 goes to Olga Tuohy and can also be collected from the 

office. Thanks to all who entered, and we hope you enjoyed our 

virtual open night. 

   

 

Transition Year 

 

Podcasting in TY 
Transition years students are just finishing up this 
block of their Visual Art experience with Ms Ryan. 
Students participated weekly, via Microsoft 
Teams, in Creating a Podcast Workshop with 
Create Schools. Course coordinator David Sheehan 
and mentor Justin Cullen joined the students in 
the classroom weekly to guide students through 
the online course. The course was divided into 
logical sections which clearly explained the 
process and allowed each student to create their 
own radio drama podcast using Sound Garage or 
Bandlab. Once the scripts were developed, then 
students stepped out of their comfort zone to 

record their voice overs. Then they edited their voices and added sound effects to help identify 
location, create background noises and atmosphere. These exciting podcasts ranged from a 
monologue of a match to alien invasions! Well done to the students for expanding their digital 
literacy skills and exploring a new form of creativity.  

 



School Developments 

Astroturf, basketball court, astroturf hurling wall, ball alleys  

The development included an astroturf, which will be a multi-sport playing area 55m long, another 

small astroturf and hurling wall area, the two handball alleys have been re-opened for hurling, with a 

tarmac surface and new fencing, the storage area previously here has being moved to a different 

part of the yard, there is also a beautiful new outdoor basketball court. In the rest of the yard there 

are two tarmac play areas that can also be used for PE or extracurricular activities. It is over 4 years 

ago (2016 Bicentenary) since we started fundraising with the idea of developing an Astroturf pitch in 

the school yard. After many roadblocks and delays we now have a facility to be proud of. Ms O’Brien 

and Mr Kelly must be credited for their drive and effort to get this project off the ground. They have 

worked tirelessly over the past two years to ensure the dream of 2016 became a reality and a 

monument to the long history our school represents. This is a huge addition to our school, and we 

are certain it will help keep our present students active and healthy. We still must continue to 

fundraise to help pay off the costs associated with the development. We are running a major 

fundraiser over the next few months. It is a draw for a brand new 2021 Renault Clio car in 

association with Cleary’s Main Renault Dealer in Thurles. Our thanks to Pat Cleary for supporting us 

in our fundraiser. We will be looking for people to support this initiative over the next few months. 

Tickets are €100 each or 3 for €250. Any student in school that wishes to support the draw can pay 

on a weekly basis over 10 weeks. The draw will take place in early January. There are numerous 

other prizes for the raffle. Tickets can be bought through sellers, the school or online. In the current 

climate we imagine online sales will be easier for a number of people and we hope that supporters 

of Thurles CBS will put their shoulder to the wheel to continue our aim to constantly develop and 

improve the school. Online details will be published shortly on our social media platforms. 

 
 

  

 

      



     

    

 

Picnic benches in the yard 

We have added several hexagonal picnic benches to 

the yard as well as extra picnic benches and benches. 

With our staggered lunches this year it means that 

only half the school population are outside at any 

time. This means it is easy to designate large spaces to 

each year group so they can remain together. All year 

groups have designated areas for covid safety, so the 

addition of these benches have given more of the 

boys a nice area to sit down and chat or eat. The new 

sports facilities in the yard are in constant use also 

rotating amongst the groups creating a lovely 

atmosphere. The boys must be complimented for 

their behaviour throughout this term. Their compliance with covid regulations has being brilliant and 

we are very proud of their efforts. 

 

1st years 

With our 1st year taster subjects coming to a close the boys will choose which subjects they wish to 

study for the rest of the year. Our thanks to all the teachers for encouraging the boys throughout the 

past two months and giving them a favour of what each subject is about. We prefer that the boys 

get to experience the subject rather than chose before coming into school in relation to what 

subjects they will study for the Junior Cert. The smiles in the photo show the enjoyment the boys get 

from the options. 

1st Year parents’ information evening 



Our virtual information evening took place on Wednesday the 21st October. The Principal, Deputy 

Principal, Yearhead and Guidance team spoke to the parents online about the first term. Life in the 

school was spoken about, there was lots of information and this information can be seen on the 

website for any parents that missed the talk. Feedback from parents was excellent and we look 

forward to working closely with the parents over the next six years to help guide their sons through 

second level and onto the next stage of their lives in whatever area they wish to go. 

 

 

1st Year Art 

1st years with their completed Op Art Cubes! 



 

 

 

Fun Run 2020 

Our overall winner in the Fun Run 2020 is Oliver Penfold, Oliver collected almost €400 and won the 

top prize which is a brand new Ipad. The jerseys, shorts and socks are due into the school over 

midterm and will be given out to the students on their return to school. 

 



 

Mr Charlie O’Loughlin 

The school said farewell to our dear friend and colleague Mr Charlie O’Loughlin on Wednesday last. 

The funeral cortege passed down the Jimmy Doyle Road and came in past the school. A number of 

teachers lined the journey outside the school. In the current climate it was all we could do 

unfortunately to honour a man that gave 40 years service to the school and the pupils of the school. 

In ordinary times the whole school would have lined up but with social distancing and safety in mind 

three classes well spread out walked Charlie from the front entrance to the Rossa Street gate.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Wishing everyone from the school community a Happy Halloween and a well-deserved rest after an 

extremely busy as always first term. 

 


