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Congratulations to

THURLES CBS
on your bicentennial
Here’s to the next 200 years

Best regards
from Ger Ryan
and all of us in

Thurles C.B.S. Bicentennial 1816-2016

Clár an Lae
1.55pm

Pre-match Parade
led by Sean Treacy Pipe Band

1.57pm

Amhrán na bhFiann

2.00pm

Tús an chluiche

Thurles CBS All-Stars v Tipperary
2.38pm

Leath-am
Primary Games Exhibition Matches

2.50pm

Tús an dara leath

3.25pm

Críoch an Chluiche

3.30pm

Presentation of the ‘Man of the Match’ award
by co-sponsors Ger Ryan (Acorn Life) and
Denis Ryan (Mid West Oil)

Referee:

FERGAL HORGAN (Knockavilla Kickhams)

Linesmen:

John Butler (Upperchurch-Drombane)
Eddie Costello (Drom & Inch)

Buíochas
We hope you enjoy today’s souvenir programme with its treasure trove of CBS memories.
It has been produced with the assistance of Michael Dundon, staff members and
students, particularily Robert Healy and his fourth year team.
I am deeply indebted to our contributors who gave so freely of their talents namely
– Joe Tobin, Noel Dundon, Enda McEvoy, John O’Grady, J.J. Kennedy, Catherine Cahill,
Br Daithí Fitzgerald agus Séamus Ó Dubhagáin.
A special word of thanks to Bridget Delaney, Sportsfile and Martin Bourke for use of
their photographs.
GER CORBETT (Programme Editor)
FRONT COVER CAPTION – Thurles CBS Hurling Team 1955. Included are: Jimmy Doyle
(No. 16), Seán Ryan, Seán Warren, Tommy Gleeson, Martin Hogan, Luhy Foyle, Paddy
McGree, Michael Lucey, Benny Maher, Larry O’Sullivan, Patsy Butler, Joe McLooly,
Br Doody, Liam McDonnell, Bro. Dingle, Michael Craddock, Michael Lonergan, Frank
Houlihan, Michael (Nuts) Maher, Seán Ryan, Buster Spain.
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Best wishes to Thurles CBS
from

BOHERLAHAN-DUALLA
GAA Club
Best of luck with your Bicentennial match
from

CLONAKENNY
GAA Club
Go raibh rath ar bhur saothar
from

THURLES SARSFIELDS
GAA Club
Go raibh rath ar bhur saothar
from

DROM & INCH
GAA Club
Best wishes to Thurles CBS
from

DÚRLAS ÓG
GAA Club
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Fáilte ón
bPríomhoide
UIREANN Scoil na mBráithre Criostaí Durlas fáilte roimh gach duine atá linn
inniu. Ta súil againn go mbeidh lá taitneamhach agaibh agus go mbainfidh sibh
sult as an gceilúradh iománaíochta seo.
CBS Thurles extends a warm welcome to all of you who have joined us today.
Throughout the year we will celebrate many aspects of our 200 year history. We will
celebrate our pupils’ contributions to the fields of music, art, engineering, law,
teaching, the Church, theatre, science, business and to many other fields of interest
too numerous to mention.
Today’s celebration, however, is of the very proud tradition we have in hurling. CBS
Thurles has had considerable success in the Dr. Harty Cup and in the Dean Ryan Cup
over the years. Many of our top hurlers, of whom we are so proud, have represented
their counties at Minor, U-21 and at Senior levels.
But today’s event is about more than the celebration of these elite players. We want
to celebrate all those boys/young men who ever donned a CBS jersey. Many of them
never won a Harty Cup match not to mind a Harty Cup medal. But they remember
their involvement in schools’ hurling as intensely as those lucky enough to have won
Dr. Croke Cup medals.
We extend a particularly warm welcome to all of our past pupils who are here
today. We hope that you meet with team mates and class mates, many of whom you
may not have met in years. We hope you share stories and memories of games lost
and games won, of hopes dashed and dreams realised. Today we celebrate that shared
bond of having played for CBS Thurles.
Today’s event would not have been possible without the support of a few key
“players”. We want to thank our All-Stars team for being here today; the Tipperary
County Board for agreeing to this fixture some time ago; the Drom & Inch club who
have provided us with this wonderful venue today. We also thank the Sean Treacy
Pipe Band for their support.
We thank the Organising Committee for the huge amount of work that has made
this event possible: our pupils who have enthusiastically played their part; and to our
sponsors for their generous support.
Hurling has a special place in our history. But it is important to add that hurling is
as strong today in CBS Thurles as it has ever has been. Our trophy cabinet currently
holds the Harty Cup/Fitzgerald Cup/Rice Cup and Croke Cup – emphasising the
continued passion and commitment to hurling in the school.
Finally we should remember and salute all those trainers and coaches who over the
years gave (and still give) so generously of their time and skill. Without them none of
our achievements would have been possible.
Beir Bua,

C

TIERNAN O’DONNELL
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All-Ireland winning Captains
WHO ATTENDED

1

90
&1
6
90

8

1 93

TOM SEMPLE
(Thurles Sarsfields)

1 94

0

1 93

JOHN JOE CALLANAN
(Thurles Sarsfields)

5

19 4

0

1 95

SEAN KENNY
(Borrisoleigh)

1

4

96
&1
2
96

5

JIMMY DOYLE
(Thurles Sarsfields)

1

JIMMY FINN
(Borrisoleigh)

1 96

7

JIM LANIGAN
(Thurles Sarsfields)

9

PAT STAKELUM
(Holycross-Ballycahill)

JOHN MAHER
(Thurles Sarsfields)

1 95

THURLES C.B.S.

4

MICK MURPHY
(Thurles Sarsfields)

19 5

8

TONY WALL
(Thurles Sarsfields)

1 99

1

DECLAN CARR
(Holycross-Ballycahill)
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Fáilte ón gCathaoirleach
Coiste Thiobraid Árann
I

T GIVES me great pleasure to welcome
you all here today to mark the
beginning of Thurles CBS Bicentennial
year.
The School has a long association in
providing many of our players with top
quality education and a direct involvement
in Gaelic games and I wish to express our
gratitude to the teachers for their dedication in promoting
our games.
Over a long period of time, like many other schools in
Tipperary, GAA holds a significant place in the sporting
life of the CBS. Many pupils who have attended Thurles
CBS have gone on to win All-Irelands with Tipperary and
other counties, which shows that the groundwork taken on
at school level is of utmost importance.
Tipperary County Board and its senior hurling team
manager Michael Ryan are delighted to be involved today.
With our senior team not taking part in the Waterford
Crystal this game provides Michael and his selectors with
an opportunity to assess and evaluate how our players are
progressing. Under the guidance of the new management
team all players will want to impress and show that they
have something to contribute to Tipperary hurling.
I also want to thank Drom & Inch club for making their
facilities available to us here today.
I hope you all enjoy the game and look forward to a
successful season supporting Tipperary.
Is mise,
MÍCHEÁL DE BÚRCA
Cathaoirleach Coiste Thiobraid Árann
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Those were the days . . .

JAMES BARRY
(Upperchurch-Drombane)
2006 was my first year to get a taste of what it was like
to play in the competition. Under the famous
partnership of Theo Llyod and Martin Power I was called up to be a member of
the squad. For everyone in Thurles, 2006 was supposed to be the year that the
Tipperary nursery finally got their hands on the trophy – 50 long years after it
was last won. It was “meant to be” and it was all going according to plan with
the likes of Paudie Maher, Michael Cahill, Pa and John Joe Bourke, Micky
Gleeson, Timmy Hammersly and many more. The Thurles team of 2006 were
supposed to be unstoppable, however Midleton had other ideas when they
overturned us in Fermoy by a hat-trick of goals by Midleton’s own Luke O’Farrell.
Midleton were the surprise package in the final against a much fancied
St. Flannan’s but once again defied all odds as they went on to win a closely
contested battle in Cashel. Another year gone, another campaign slipping
through the fingers of Thurles CBS.
The next two years were to be dominated by a rivalry that would go way beyond
the Munster campaign as Thurles CBS would lock horns against the famous De
La Salle school. The Thurles team of 2007 wasn’t expected to go very far and it
was De La Salle that ended our run in a closely contested semi-final in New Inn.
However, it was the team of ’08 that lay the building blocks for the ’09 success
and reached both the Harty and Croke Cup finals, losing both to our Waterford
rivals – with the Croke Cup being decided after a replay in Nowlan Park. It was
a devastating way to lose in what has been described as one of the best
Croke Cup finals ever played.
Although there was huge disappointment following the ’08 campaign, there
was something different about the start of 2009. It was Johnny Stokes and John
Doherty’s third year in charge and they were coming back in that September to
finish a job they had started two years previous. With five players in the half year
including Kiwi Morris, David Butler, Michael Doyle, John O’Neill and myself we
had the experience and firepower to blow past most of the opposition that we
came across. The drought was finally ended on the steps of the Nenagh Stadium
after 53 long years. In 2009 Thurles CBS were finally crowned Kings of Munster
hurling. To add to this we went one step further and became the only Thurles
team in history to win both the Harty and Croke Cup.
The years playing with Thurles CBS will always live long in the memory of any
past pupil especially those of us who were lucky enough to be part of the
successful 2009 winning outfit. It is a memory that can never be taken away from
any of us and huge credit goes to all of the teachers both past and present who
helped us to cross that line.
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THURLES CBS
– A Bicentennial Miscellany
By: JOE TOBIN

1816

Thomas and William Cahill, having completed their novitiate at
Mount Sion, Waterford, return to Thurles to begin teaching as
professed Brothers. Their school was situated, on the eastern end
of Main Street, in Chapel Lane which ran between the present-day
convent buildings and the archbishop’s house.

1818

Construction of monastery and school at Pudding Lane (Rossa
Street) commences.

1821

On 25 August, nineteen Brothers in perpetual vows assemble in
Thurles monastery to receive a brief from Rome which had the
effect of forming the various community units into one society.

1832

The Christian Brothers make their school building available for the
care of victims during the Asiatic cholera outbreak.

1833

Town landlord Lady Elizabeth Mathew grants an annuity to the
monastery and orders all arrears of rent to be forgiven.

1844

Sunday, 1 December, an estimated 10,000 people, including a group
from the CBS, take ‘the pledge’ from Fr Mathew in the chapel yard.

1882
1884

Charles Dawson MP, lord mayor of Dublin, visits the school.
Three past pupils, Michael Cantwell,
Charles
Culhane
and
William
Delahunty, attend the inaugural
meeting of the GAA in Hayes’s Hotel.
Contrary to popular opinion there were
thirteen attendees at this event. The
list of seven as recorded in many GAA
histories is incomplete.

1887

The school receives one of its most
distinguished visitors, Monsignor
Persico, the papal envoy.

1899

Extensive refurbishment of school
buildings.

GAA founder Charles
Culhane (1858-1926).

7

Thurles C.B.S. Bicentennial 1816-2016

The dark sign over William Delahunty’s shop is just visible, above the river wall,
between the two taller Ursuline Convent buildings (NLI).

1916

Centenary celebrations feature the following programme: (1)
religious ceremonies in the cathedral, (2) public meeting in the
monastery grounds, (3) hurling tournament, (4) a collection among
past pupils and friends.

1933
1940

CBS Thurles wins the first of eight Harty Cup titles.

1949
1950

Work begins at the new primary school site on the New Road.

A carnival in aid of the primary school fund attracts large and
appreciative crowds.

Scoil Ailbhe primary school is blessed and opened by Archbishop
Kinane.

1960

Br. Liam O’Hanlon, a former headmaster of the school, publishes
his Graiméar Gaeilge na mBráithre Críostaí

1963

Archbishop Morris, a past pupil, blesses the foundation stone for
the Brothers’ new monastery. Until this time their accommodation
was located on the middle floor of the original building and on half
of the ground floor.

1966

One of the highlights of the school’s sesquicentenary is the Mass of
thanksgiving in the cathedral which is concelebrated by twelve past
pupils, including Archbishop Morris, of Cashel and Emly, and
Bishop Russell, of Waterford and Lismore.

1979

The new secondary school is opened by foreign affairs minister
Michael O’Kennedy TD.

2001

First lay principal, Martin Quirke, is appointed.
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2006

Sports hall is opened by the education and science minister Mary
Hanafin TD. The blessing is performed by Archbishop Dermot
Clifford.

2012

Three new classrooms, a physics laboratory, and a second staffroom
are constructed near the Smith O’Brien Street entrance.

2013

A stand-alone block of three classrooms is completed, in a corner of
the yard, close to where the old composite monastery and school
once stood.

2014

Peter Carragher achieves maximum points (625) at the Leaving
Certificate examination.

2015

The two original science laboratories are refurbished and upgraded
to meet modern requirements.

2016

Bicentennial celebrations begin with a hurling challenge match, at
the Ragg on 17 January, between a Thurles CBS selection and the
Tipperary senior team.

Go maire an dea-obair i bhfad
from

EMERALDS
GAA Club
Go raibh rath ar bhur saothar
from

GORTNAHOE-GLENGOOLE
GAA Club
Best wishes to Thurles CBS
from

GALMOY
GAA Club
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1933

– Harty Cup Winners

Back row (l.-r.): W. Hackett, D. Hayes, T. Healy. Third row (l.-r.): M. Spittle, J. Leahy,
M. Mockler, A. Brennan, J. Dwyer, M. Condon. Second row (l.-r.): J. Noonan, P. Bowe, P. Gorman,
T. Keeffe, C. Maher, T. Lanigan. Front row (l.-r.): P. Purcell, T. Prior,. P. Dwyer, J. Moloney.

Dr. Harty Cup for Thurles
THURLES CBS 3-3

NORTH MONASTERY (CORK) 1-3

HURLES CBS had a glorious win over the famous North Cork Monastery
in the final of the Munster Colleges (Dr. Harty Cup) on Thursday
in Charleville.
The contest was looked forward to with much interest by hurling enthusiasts
all over Munster and indeed Ireland. The game was a lightning one from
beginning to end. Both sides played with dash and spirit and if Cork lowered
their colours to Tipp, it was not because they didn’t give of their best for they
fought as Cork men should fight to the very end and actually flashed in a goal
when the spectators thought they were definitely beaten.
Thurles was a splendid team with fine combination and perfect understanding.
Their pacing was just perfect, there was no weak spots and no trace of
selfishness. The will-to-win spirit, Tipperary dash and courage, the indomitable
rush of the Premier County, brilliant tackling and fine judgment, quick delivery
and unerring sense of direction and finally Thurles optimism which simply
refused to think seriously of defeat-all contributed to the great win.
Very noticeable was the understanding amongst the Thurles forwards.

T
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O’Keeffe at the left corner of the forward group was the hero, scoring two goals
and one point, but Lanigan as a full and Prior at right, and Healy, Spittle, and
Noonan in the halves were magnificent and lost few chances. Midfield work by
O’Gorman (Capt.) and Bowe was brilliant; no forwards were ever better fed. Time
after time by well-directed deliveries did they place the ball before the Cork
lines and were it not for an outstanding Cork back line and a great goalie Thurles
would have done better. Bowe’s judgment in “frees” was much admired, whilst
O’Gorman in true leader’s style was everywhere helping in every department.
Thurles backs covered themselves with glory. Brennan of Clonoulty as “full”
displayed his full usual efficiency, coolness and resource. He was ably assisted
by Phil Dwyer and M. Condon on either side, whilst Con Maher, Leahy and Phil
Purcell, whom many considered the most stylish and efficient hurler on the
pitch, did great work to stem the Cork onrush which was sometimes like the
waves of the might Atlantic breaking against the Cliffs of Moher. The Thurles
“goalie”, the redoubtable Jack Moloney was above and beyond praise-over and
over again did he bring off brilliant saves. He deserves his place in the Munster
team on Sunday.
The Cork team was a heavier lot and promised well at the beginning. The
forwards were a bit weak and slow to take advantage-the midfields were very
good and the backs were excellent. At the opening of the second half, Cork
forced the play and made several attempts to get their forwards through, but
they broke against Tipp.
Thurles CBS – Paddy O’Gorman (Capt.), Paddy Bowe, Con Maher, Jackie
Moloney, Jackie Norman, Mick Spittle, Tom Lanigan (all Thurles Sarsfields),
Tony Brennan (Clonoulty-Rossmore), Philly O’Dwyer (Boherlahan-Dualla), Phil
Purcell, Tom O’Keefe, Tom Healy (all Moycarkey-Borris), Tom Leahy, Tom Prior
(Borrisoleigh), Mick Condon (Ballinure).

Best of luck with your Bicentennial match
from

FENIANS
GAA Club
Best wishes to Thurles CBS
from

MOYCARKEY-BORRIS
GAA Club
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Thurles CBS’s outstanding
By: NOEL DUNDON (Tipperary Star)

HEN it comes to assessing the contribution of former Thurles CBS men
to the lore and legend of the ancient game, it is fair to say that it has
been nothing short of outstanding.
A brief look at the history books reveals four Hurler of the Year Award winners;
multiple All-Ireland winning senior and minor hurling captains; a host of AllIreland senior, minor, U-21 and junior All-Ireland medal winners; and some of
the most outstanding GAA officials to have graced any boardroom or sideline in
any part of Ireland.
Winning an All-Ireland senior medal of course is the ultimate honour for any
hurler, but when a player is named Hurler of the Year, it adds greatly to the
sense of achievement – a sense of achievement which is shared and feted in their
alma-mater also.
The first ever Hurler of the Year Award went to double Dr
Harty Cup winning man Tony Wall in 1958 – it was the Caltex
Award at the time. Having won back to back Harty Cups in
1950 and 1951 – that achievement has not been matched by
any Thurles player since – Tony went on to have an outstanding
career with Thurles Sarsfields and Tipperary.
Seven years after he had claimed the Hurler of the Year
Tony Wall
Award, another former CBS lad was to claim the title – the Boy
Wonder of Hurling himself, Jimmy Doyle. Of course, Jimmy had won the Harty
in 1956 and the all important winning habit was to follow him around as loyally
as his famous collie sheepdog Billie. He won every honour the
game had to offer and became one of the greats of the game.
Just after Jimmy had retired from the game, another CBS
man was to be named Hurler of the Year – this time from across
the border. Now, most in Thurles CBS would claim that they
showed Pat Henderson the way – if they did, he was quite the
pupil winning five All-Ireland senior hurling medals, eight
Jimmy Doyle
Leinster titles, and two back-to-back All-Star awards. And, in
1974 the Johnstown man was named Hurler of the Year – a fitting award for one
of the games finest.
The 36 year hiatus seemed like an eternity then before Lar Corbett claimed
the Hurler of the Year Award in 2010 after he demolished Kilkenny with three
goals in the All-Ireland Final, becoming one of only three men
to blast a hat-trick in the final. He was to be the last Hurler of
the Year from Thurles CBS . . . for now.
Of course, before the Hurler of the Year award was in place,
there were plenty of Sportstars of the Week who had cut their
teeth in the famed nursery of Thurles CBS. Pat Stakelum in
1949 after he had led Tipp to All-Ireland glory. Sean Kenny,
Pat Stakelum
himself a Harty Cup and Dean Cup medal winner in the same

W
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g contribution to the game
year of 1941, was named
Sportstar of the Week in
1950 after he had
followed
in
Pat’s
footsteps. And, a year
later, Sean’s brother
Paddy, another past
pupil, did exactly the
same thing, almost to
the week.
Many of Tipperary’s
other successful AllIreland winning hurling
captains are past pupils
of the CBS too including
Michael Murphy (1964),
Jimmy Finn who lost
a Harty Cup Final to
Flannan’s
in
1948
(1950), Declan Carr
(1991), John Maher
(1945), Jim Lanigan
(1937),
John
Joe
Lar Corbett heads for goal as Kilkenny’s John Tennyson moves
Callanan (1930) and in to challenge during the 2010 All-Ireland Senior Hurling
Tom Semple.
(Photo: Bridget Delaney)
Final in Croke Park.
A man who would have
to be mentioned too in such exaulted company is All-Ireland minor hurling
winning captain of 1949 John O’Grady – a past pupil, former teacher and VicePrincipal of the school. But to many, John, who also won senior All-Ireland
honours with Tipp in 1958 will be remembered as the great scribe ‘Culbáire’ –
his wit and wisdom with the pen in his weekly column in The Tipperary Star
newspaper, were as sharp as his reflexes between the posts.
Of course the link between the Christian Brothers and the native games was
very strong and thanks to the fostering of a love of those games amongst the
school community, hurling, in particular, flourished. The praise though cannot
just rest on the shoulders of the Brothers – many of the lay teachers, from all
over the province and the country, made enormous contributions to the coaching
of the game as well and influenced many in their way of thinking and approach
to the game which has enraptured us for so long.
Undoubtedly Gaelic Games has played a major role in Thurles CBS.
Unquestionably, Thurles CBS has played a major role in Gaelic Games.
Long may that continue.
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Those were the days . . .

PAT HENDERSON
(The Fenians, Kilkenny)
OR MANY Kilkenny boys who went to the CBS from the
70s right up to when P.J. Ryan and Aidan Fogarty became
senior county men, Pat Henderson was and still is their idol. His five All-Irelands as
a player, three as a manager, hurler of the year 1974, multiple All-Stars and other awards
are things most young boys dream about. Pat started in the CBS in 1956. The famed Harty
Cup had been won the previous spring. On his first day of school, he tells of walking up
through the Square during Fair-Day and how busy the town was and of walking in through
the Post Office lane.
In first year he quickly saw a school ahead of its time. Every Wednesday afternoon, they
had PE in the Railway Field with only one game ever played. This was where class leagues
were run and where they learned to hurl. The lead up to every Harty match created great
excitement in the school. Art competitions took place and the pictures were displayed on
the windows. All were related to the match and the winner won a prize. He recalls lads
usually drawing pictures of Jimmy Doyle scoring a goal.
I often heard over the years how he cycled to school but he said that was only during the
summer time. They got the Cork or Limerick bus into school and the Dublin bus home.
There was always a big crowd travelling. Pat was the only one travelling who played hurling
at that time so after school on days having missed the 5pm bus from Cork he had to get
the 7pm bus from Limerick. Sometimes they travelled on Kavanagh’s bus out through
Moyne and Templetuohy. After training the Brothers would give them food in the kitchen
and they would then go to study. During the summer when he cycled to school, the return
journey usually involved a stop at the ball alley at the Turn Pike for a game of Handball.
In those days he said were no fancy gear bags and your boots were tied to your hurl with
your socks inside. He mentioned how they used to run up to Sam Melbourne’s sport shop
regularly to buy hurls to be ready for training or a match.
When asked about some of his standout memories, Pat mentioned the “old steel stairs”
and how in 1958, Tony Wall, Tipperary captain and past pupil brought in the Liam
McCarthy accompanied by team-mate and teacher John O’Grady. There was great buzz and
excitement round the yard.
He told me about playing Rice Cup, of how they won a Croke Cup (County 16), and
winning a Dean Ryan in 1960. He told how they reached the Harty Cup final the year after
only to be beaten by the North Monastery. The North Mon were the big rivals at that time.
Pat rarely came up against St Flannan’s in his time. From the Dean Ryan team they had
lost Gerry Spain as he had finished school and that impacted greatly on their chances in
the Harty Final against the North Mon. Pat hurled with some wonderful players and played
against a few of them in an All-Ireland final – Con Dwyer, Billy Nolan and Billy Ryan.
I asked him how relationships were between the sides. At that time Pat said they were
very good. All rivalry ended once you passed Mary Willies and was confined to Fennor Hill.
He always got on well and respected people in the school and the area in general. There
was never any animosity around Thurles.
Pat left the school in 1961 and it is an honour to have him back today representing
Thurles CBS today. Pat wasn’t too happy to not be selected to play but you’d never know
he might be tempted to tog out with five minutes to go! Good luck to Fr. Tom stopping him!

F
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HARTY CUPctions
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By: JOHN O’GRADY
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HAT we have here’, said Pat Hunt, ‘is a hurling club with a school
attached to it’. The teacher was of football background. He liked to
indulge in a sharp-edged humour. ‘Some of you fellows are dreaming
of parading around Croke Park, and so you may – with a banjo’. Thus he satirised
the local obsession with hurling. This at a time of Thurles C.B.S successive Harty
Cup triumphs – those of 1938 and 1939.
Evidence of such glory was there on the wall in pictures of those teams – the
players looking more mature than most schoolboy groups of later vintage.
Brothers Ryan and Lanigan sat among them, the former being from the primary
sector but the acknowledged mentor. Captain Henry Goldsboro was to be Tom
Wall’s (Carrick Swans) midfield partner on John Maher’s 1945 All-Ireland side.
Dan Kinane, a county librarian later on, had led a winning Dean Ryan team.
Ambition to emulate those achievements was strong among those who followed
in the colours, as the ’38/’39 players had been by the initial victors in the 1933
Harty competition. The top name of that selection was Tony Brennan
(Clonoulty) – the army man full-forward in 1945 and full-back in 1949/1950 in
Tipp’s great era.
Despite fielding such as Pat Stakelum and Paddy Kenny, the teams of the ’40s
and early 50s could not bring off similar success, St Flannan’s (Ennis) were the
dominant force, with their ‘boarders’ coming from several counties of hurling
tradition. I plead guilty to those years of loss at the hands of Jimmy Smyth and
company. That of 1947 at Nenagh is remembered as played in a fog so dense that
puck-outs disappeared out of sight and action was heard as much as it was seen.
In 1948 we looked winners till a lapse of concentration on a line-ball set up a
crucial goal. Michael Mockler, Jimmy Finn, and Bobby Mockler were in our
inside defence that year, also Seamus Browne. Dean Ryans were won readily
enough, also the regional Croke Cup at U-16, so much so that Thurles entered A
and B sides, captained by Paddy Kenny and my brother, Jim O’Grady. The A’s
won a great local clash by a point, so I was the happier of the pair.
Brother Hutton, a gifted teacher of English, was in charge of the teams, as well
as involved with Tipperary minors, though twice losers to Dublin. Brother
Gaffney in 1949 had better fortune with the minors in the initial Irish Press
victory.
The decade of drought after 1939 was emphatically ended by the successive
wins of 1950/51 under the captaincies of Tom Butler and Paddy Croke. Fr Tom,
as he became, died in Australia. Paddy was a big name in Dublin hurling, club
and county.
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Tony Wall (with the McCarthy Cup) and John O’Grady show the All-Ireland hurling trophies
at their old school 1958. Also included is Brother Wilson.

I owed my teaching debut in Cork – at Sullivan’s Quay, to Brother Hutton’s
helpful influence. He returned to Thurles as superior in 1962. I had returned in
late 1955 in Brother Doody’s final year in charge. He died before the
breakthrough came in 1956 for a team managed by Brother Leahy and inspired
by Jimmy Doyle in a great tussle with North Mon in Limerick. The late Tommy
Gleeson (Gortnahoe-Glengoole) was centre-back and captain. Jimmy Doyle’s
decease is still hard to absorb. At a younger age by far came the passing of Sean
Warren (Borrisoleigh).
The school’s catchment zone was not exclusively Tipperary. From Urlingford
and Johnstown area came such as Pat Henderson, of later Kilkenny fame. Earlier
had been the Houlihan brothers, Frank and Kevin. More modern from these
have been P.J. Ryan and Aidan Fogarty, all very ecumenical – till the counties
collide!
We old timers of the alma mater have retained a benevolent interest in its
hurling ups and downs. The major ‘up’ of the ’09 Harty gave great pleasure to
witness. After losses to the powerful De La Salle in previous seasons came the
long-sought success of a team led by current Tipperary defender James Barry. In
Padraic Maher, Michael Cahill and Pa Bourke both Sarsfields and Tipperary
have inherited fine CBS products also. Last year’s Harty has maintained its high
profile and added an eighth to the Harty history. That crown has in the
meantime been cancelled in losing to Nenagh in the qualifying group, but the
school can be relied upon to rebound in years to come. Floreat!
17

Thurles C.B.S. Bicentennial 1816-2016

1938

– Harty Cup Winners

Back row (l.-r.): L. Hickey, J. Fogarty, T. Tobin, D. Kinane, H. Gouldsboro, P. O’Dwyer, T. O’Hara,
J. O’Reilly. Middle row (l.-r.): M. Ryan, R. Ryan, T. Nyhan (Capt.), J. Ryan, J. Delahunty.
Front row (l.-r.): M. Russell, L. Moloney, J. Hurley, E. Gleeson, A. O’Dwyer, T. Delahunty.

Dr. Harty Cup comes home
THURLES CBS 7-7

RATHLUIRC CBS (CORK) 3-2

IVING a display which even surpassed their splendid exhibitions against
Rockwell and Doon C.B.S. in the earlier rounds of the competition,
Thurles C.B.S. defeated Rathluirc C.B.S. in the final of the Dr. Harty Cup
at Limerick on Saturday last by 7-7 to 3-2.
Victory by a margin of 17 points might be considered an indication that the
Cork team, figuring in the competition for the first time, was a weak one. Such
was, however not by any means the case. It was just that Thurles were infinitely
better than the opposition. On their way to the final Rathluirc accounted for
sterling combinations in North “Mon.” and Mount Sion, and that they were
defeated by such a margin on Saturday is a fine tribute to the prowess of the
Thurles side.
The win was lustily acclaimed by a very large crowd when the team returned
to Thurles on Saturday night. A large crowd awaited the team’s arrival at the
railway station and, the Thurles Boys Pipers Band, escorted the victorious team
through the town.
Thurles C.B.S. can justly claim to be the high light of Munster’s school hurling.
It is a great honour for a provincial town to secure first place in a competition in
which the great schools of Cork, Limerick and Waterford cities strive for the
mastery. Hence, Rathluirc C.B.S. too deserve a special meed of praise, for they
reached the final in their first year in the competition.

G
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Rathluirc won the toss and elected to play with the wind but against the sun.
From the throw-in by Brother O’Neill, Superior, Limerick C.B.S., Thurles
showed great understanding and combination. Although Rathluirc had a
territorial advantage, Thurles led by 16 points to 3 at half time.
The foundation of the victory was laid in this half by sterling work in ail
departments, but particularly the forwards. It would be invidious to make
distinctions, Jack Ryan and O’Hara were outstanding in an all-star back line.
Henry Gouldsboro and Dick Ryan had the measure of the opposition at midfield, and Rathluirc backs were spreadeagled by the passing movements of
E. Gleeson, M. Russell and J. Delahunty in full position.
J. Delahunty receiving from E. Gleeson, opened the scoring with a goal for
Thurles. Rathluirc pressed and had a few overs. Each succeeding puck-out was
whipped up to the Thurles attack and resulted in a major. Russell scored one,
Martin Ryan two, and John Delahunty finished this half with the fifth.
Rathluirc’s only response was a goal off a free by Meade. But D. Kinane saved
dangerous shots from Cahill and Simcox.
Half-time score:- Thurles 5-0, Rathluirc 1-0.
In the opening quarter of the second half Rathluirc, who were now playing with
a low sun and a cross-breeze, were making amends for their display in the first
half. Excitement ran high when they came within two goals of Thurles, Cahill
scoring two goals and Ryan a point in quick succession. Great credit is due to the
Thurles back division: D. Kinane, Tom Tobin, Paddy Dwyer and Ml. Ryan for
keeping their end up during this onslaught.
T. Nyhan (captain) came to the rescue several times, and finally with long
drives got his men into their positions again. Once more in the last quarter
Thurles got on top, and the forwards with fast ground passing, scored two goals
(Martin Ryan) and 5 points (Jimmy Hurley 4, H. Gouldsboro 1) before the final
whistle went.
Amidst loud applause Tim Nyhan was presented with the coveted trophy by
Rev. Father Punch, Mungret.
A reception comparable to that which greeted the All-Ireland team was
accorded the boys on their arrival in Thurles. Dozens of fog signals exploded as
the train steamed into the station. Led by the Thurles Boys Pipers Band, the
throng marched to the Archbishop’s Palace carrying the captain with the cup on
high where “Faith of Our Fathers” was played.
The procession then returned to the school, where the Superior, Rev. Bro.
Fitzpatrick, congratulated the team and thanked the people of Thurles for their
support. He said how very glad the Christian Brothers always were to show their
appreciation of the kindness of His Grace (the Archbishop). Thurles bringing
home the Archbishop’s trophy was a source of great satisfaction to him and to
the Community.
Thurles C.B.S. – Tim Nyhan (Capt.), Paddy Dwyer, Holycross (Vice-Capt), Dan
Kinane (goal), Michael Russell (Holycross), Michael Ryan (Rossmore), Tom
Tobin, Tom O’Hara (Fennor), Jack Ryan, Henry Gouldsboro, Dick Ryan, James
Hurley, Eddy Gleeson, Martin Ryan (Borrisoleigh), Larry Moloney, John
Delahunty. Subs: John Kennedy (Killenaule), James Reilly, John Fogarty
(Ballinure), Tim Delahunty, Ailbe Dwyer.
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JIMMY DOYLE
By: MICHAEL DUNDON

OME OF the greatest names in hurling down the
years have first shown their potential in the
testing environment of colleges’ hurling. The
Harty Cup in Munster and the Leinster Colleges
contests have always featured players of a particularly
high calibre and many of them have gone on to become
household names among the hurling fraternity.
Thurles CBS has a proud record in terms of grooming
the young stars of the future. Tipperary All-Ireland
captains Tony Wall, Jimmy Finn, Pat Stakelum, Michael
Murphy, Sean Kenny, Declan Carr, and further back such
as John Maher and Jim Lanigan, all developed their
hurling skills at Thurles CBS, though not all went on to
play Harty Cup hurling.
John O’Grady, goalkeeper on the winning All-Ireland team of 1958 was VicePrincipal of the school up to his retirement, while other legends of the game to
wear the CBS colours and win All-Ireland honours included John Doyle and
Michael Maher of Holycross, Mickey Byrne, Sean McLoughlin, Larry Keane, Ray
Reidy, Noel Murphy, Paddy Doyle, Musha Maher of Sarsfields, Johnny Everard
of Moyne and John Flanagan of Moyarkey. In more recent times Eddie Enright,
Lar Corbett, Cathal Barrett, Michael Cahill, and Padraic Maher were Celtic Cross
winners.
In the midst of such a prestigious array of talent, one man stands out – Jimmy
Doyle, the Sarsfields stylist who passed away last year. Jimmy’s CV in colleges’
hurling will never be matched. He was still in Scoil Ailbhe, the CBS primary
school, when the then Superior, Bro. Doody “promoted” him to the secondary
school to play in goal for the Harty Cup team. Jimmy was then fourteen years of
age but had already won a Rice Cup medal with the school in 1953, in itself a
remarkable achievement as the Rice Cup generally featured first year secondary
school pupils.
Thurles did not win the Harty Cup in ’54, but Jimmy won the first of his two
Croke Cup medals that year, and in 1955 he won the first of his two Dean Ryan
Cup medals. By then he was an automatic choice on the Munster Colleges team
for the inter-provincial colleges competition, winning All-Ireland medals in 1954,
’55, and ’56. In his book – The Boy Wonder of Hurling – published last year, it is
recounted how Jimmy “stole the show” when Thurles CBS won the Dr Harty Cup
final in 1956, defeating North Monastery of Cork, a performance which prompted
the Gaelic Games correspondent of the Gaelic Echo to comment – “the
extraordinary brilliance of Jimmy Doyle in hurling strategy and skill marked him
out as the star of the game”.
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– Thurles CBS’s greatest
Jimmy was still eligible for Harty Cup hurling
the following year but a combination of
circumstances led him to end his schooldays
and take up full-time employment as a
shoemaker with his father Jerry.
By that time Jimmy had played in two minor
hurling All-Ireland finals, losing in 1954 as a
goalkeeper to Dublin, but winning in ’55 when
Jimmy scored 2-8 in a master class performance
as Tipp defeated Galway. He went on to win
further minor All-Ireland medals in ’56, and
in ’57 captained the Tipp team to a third title ina-row.
The Harty Cup win in 1956 was a memorable
occasion for Jimmy but that year was special as
he also won Dean Ryan Cup and All-Ireland
minor hurling medals and made his debut on
the county senior team, going on as a sub against Galway in a National Hurling
League game in Ballinasloe. The following Spring, still a minor, he was a key
figure for the Tipperary senior team which defeated Kilkenny in the home final
of the National Hurling League, a victory which brought with it the added bonus
of a trip to the United States for the final proper against New York, where he
achieved the first of his seven National Hurling League medals.
In his career, Thurles CBS’s greatest went on to win six senior all-Ireland
medals, captaining the team to the 1962 and ’65 successes. He won eight Railway
Cup medals with Munster, twice captaining the team to inter-provincial honours.
He was an automatic selection of the Team of the Century in 1984 and the Team
of the Millenium (2000), named as right corner forward on both. He was chosen
at right half forward on the Munster team of the Millenium and on the Tipperary
Team of the Millenium. He was Texaco Hurler of the Year in 1965 and was the
leading scorer in the championship on no fewer than seven occasions. One
national newspaper poll named his as the greatest minor hurler of all time.
On his retirement, many other accolades followed to salute a giant of the game
whose skill and artistry delighted followers everywhere during his twenty plus
years on the inter-county scene. Modest man that he was, Jimmy would have been
embarrassed to be dubbed the greatest colleges hurler of all time. His
appreciation of the qualities of so many others would have him arguing the case
for them, but the facts speak for themselves.
However, Jimmy’s stature in the game does not rely on statistics only. He is
everywhere acknowledged as the hurling artist and sportsman supreme, a player
respected by team mates and opponents alike – a past pupil of whom Thurles CBS
can be truly proud.
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Those were the days . . .

FR PHIL BARRY
(Upperchurch-Drombane)
Y NAME is Fr. Phil Barry and I was born in St.
Mary’s Hospital, Thurles and raised in Drombane
in the 1930’s. I attended Newtown National Primary School in Drombane parish.
On completing studies there I began in Thurles C.B.S Secondary School in 1948.
I grew up at a time when there was a ban on playing games which were
considered foreign, such as rugby, soccer and cricket. I was fortunate to play on
Thurles C.B.S winning teams such as Rice Cup, Croke Cup, Dean Ryan Cup and
Harty Cup.
It was a great honour to play with and win with Thurles C.B.S teams. Back in
those far off days boys and girls in country parishes travelled by bicycle to the
nearest secondary school.
A memory I cherish in hindsight is playing with Thurles C.B.S against Nenagh
C.B.S in a Croke Cup game in Nenagh. It was a very cold and wet day. The late
Jimmy Doyle was our great goalkeeper and we were playing into a strong wind in
the second half. At that time Jimmy was very young and small and I had to puck
the ball out for him. Later as a grown man, Jimmy was chosen on the team of the
century.
Many great former Tipperary hurlers never won Harty Cup medals, such as Pat
Stakelum, John Doyle and Jimmy Finn. I played on three Thurles C.B.S Harty
Cup Teams and I had the pleasure of winning with the team in 1951 – my first
year on the team. We defeated the team known then as Sullivan’s Quay in Cork.
Our team was:

M

Jim Moloughney
Phil Barry
Jacky Callanan
Eamon Bourke
Tony Kelly
Tom Ryan
Liam Quinn
Tony Wall
Paddy Croke (Capt)
Vincent Shalvey
Joe Tynan
Larry Dowling
Gerry Wall
Dick Quinn
Paddy Boyle
Two of the above team distingushed themselves later by playing at intercounty senior level – Tony Wall with Tipperary and Paddy Croke with Dublin.
It is still a great thrill for me to say that I won a Harty Cup medal.
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Those were the days . . .

MATT STAPLETON
(Borrisoleigh)
HESE ARE a few lines about my time at Thurles CBS in the
late 50s. Being from Borrisoleigh of course, I had a great
interest in hurling. About half the boys from around Borris went to school in Templemore
and the other half went to Thurles. It was not like today – we had to cycle in. We would
meet up with the Inch boys at the Ragg and go in convoy to Thurles. There were very few
cars on the roads in those days.
We immediately got hurling – starting with the Rice Cup, the Croke Cup and on to the
Dean Ryan. The school won the Dean Ryan Cup in ’56. Quite a few of that team also played
in the Harty Cup. St. Flannan’s were a bogey team of Thurles. Star-studded Thurles teams
in ’54 and ’55 loaded with All-Ireland winning minor players from around mid-Tipp fell to
Flannan’s who were loaded with players from North Tipp – most notably Donie Nealon from
Burgess and Billy Donovan from Toomevara. 1956 came along and Thurles had quite a few
Tipp minors that year. Tommy Gleeson from Gortnahoe, Jimmy Doyle, Benny Maher, Mick
Craddock, Micky Lonergan, Sean Warren and Paddy Loughnane from Tipp and Frank
Houlihan from Johnstown in Kilkenny. After a very hard fought first round game with
Limerick CBS, Thurles qualified for a semi-final with Sullivan’s Quay from Cork. They
qualified for the final against North Mon who had earlier beaten Flannan’s. Thurles beat
the Mon comfortably enough in the final in Limerick.
That team had some great players most of whom are already mentioned. The goalkeeper
was Billy Canty from Castle Avenue. As can be seen in the photograph of the teams of that
time, there was no wide boss for the goal-keepers hurley. Benny Maher and the two Sean
Ryan’s formed the full-back line. We had a fine half-back line of Mick Craddock, Tommy
Gleeson and Joe Mullouly of Knockavilla. Sean Warren and Paddy Loughnane of
Borrisoleigh were a superb centre-field pairing. The half-forward line consisted of the great
Jimmy Doyle and two Kilkenny men, Frank Houlihan and Paddy McGree. The full forward
line consisted of Michael Maher of the West Gate at full forward who had Liam McDonald
and Stanley Ryan in the corners. Patsy Butler also played in those games. Tommy Gleeson
got a bad head injury in the game against Limerick and missed the semi-final but was back
for the final. Sean Ryan of Drombane, a powerful full-back in the typical ‘Church’ mould,
broke his collar bone in the semi-final and was forced to miss the final. An able deputy was
found in young Mick Lonergan from Moycarkey who was to have a star game in the final on
the way to an outstanding career with his club and Tipperary. Also on the panel were Louis
Foyle, Aidan Wall, Sean Ryan of Coalfields and myself – young players who won a Dean
Ryan medal in ’56 and graduated to the Harty team of ’57.
The trips to those games were quite eventful. Special trains were chartered to bring the
pupils to the games. The self-made colours of the teams were quite vibrant in those days.
The country lads would cycle into the train. The townies would congregate at the stone man
and march up Friar Street to the station chanting and making as much noise as they could.
Back then games were nearly always played at venues such as Charleville, Killmallock or
Limerick City. The banter on the train and up to the venues was quite startling. Those were
occasions still fresh in my memory, even though I am at the wrong side of seventy years.
They were times I will never forget.
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1939

– Harty Cup Winners

Back row (l.-r.): P. Keogh, J. Coleman, L. Hickey, P. Mockler, O. O’Hara, J. Maher, J. Mockler.
Middle row (l.-r.): C. Maher, J. Hurley, M. Ryan, H. Gouldsboro (Capt.), D. Kinane, J. Ryan, A.
O’Dwyer. Front row (l.-r.): J. Ryan, P. Foyle, S. Kenny, T. Everard, T. Vokes, J. Heffernan.

Dr. Harty Cup stays in Thurles
THURLES CBS 7-4

NORTH MONASTERY (CORK) 4-4

URLING IN the second half with all Tipperary’s renowned elan, wiping
out of comfortable lead of their opponents, and in the end inflicting on
them a decisive defeat, Thurles C.B.S. (holders) dramatically celebrated
the coming of age of the Dr. Harty Cup at Rathluirc yesterday when they
defeated North Mon in the final by 7 goals 4 points to 4 goals 4 points.
The recovery of the Thurles boys, considering that North Mon had run up a
three-goal lead inside ten minutes and were yards faster in the first half, was
amazing. But, gritting their teeth, the Thurles lads set about the task with rare
abandon and every member of the team battled valiantly and hurled brilliantly
to record a memorable victory.
Once Thurles got within “sight” of the Mon there was no holding them. They
threw themselves into the fray with a zest and do or die spirit that swept
opposition aside and brought a sequence of scores that left no doubt as to their
superiority. Tipperary dash of a rare quality did the trick and gave Thurles the
Cup for the third time, previous victories being in 1933 and 1938.
Even before the half time Thurles had almost the measure of their opponents.
It was not however, until the second period that the supremacy was pronounced.
Adopting a ground game, Thurles, contrary to expectations, swept to victory. In

H
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the process they had to contend with a strong wind, but when they got going in
hurricane fashion, a strong breeze did not offer much resistance.
Pulling strongly on every ball, they maintained the effort without ever flagging
and were very worthy winners at the end. Thurles superiority on the resumption
can best be gleaned from their scoring feat: 5 goals 1 point to “Mon’s” 2 points.
Scorers for Thurles in the first half were:- J. Coleman (1gl.), O’Hara (1gl.), H. Gouldsboro (1pt.), J. Hurley (2pts.). In the second half scoring rampage flags were raised by Jack
Ryan (2gls.), Sean Ryan (1gl.), Gouldsboro (1gl.), J. Hurley (1gl.), L. Hickey (1pt.).
Thurles – P. Keogh, O. O’Hara, D. Kinnane, T. Mockler, A. Dwyer, M. Ryan, C. Meagher,
J. Hurley, H. Gouldsboro, Sean Ryan, T. Coleman, L. Hickey, P. Foyle, J. Ryan, T. Everard.

On arrival at the Railway Station, Thurles, on Thursday night the victorious
team was given a rousing welcome by about a thousand people. The team,
accommodated in a bus, with the captain H. Gouldsboro bearing the trophy, and
D. Kinane captain of the Dean Ryan team with the cup on top of the vehicle, were
played to the Monastery by the Thurles Boys’ Pipers Band. On arrival at the
Monastery the team and large assemblage was addressed by Rev. Bro. W. E.
Fitzpatrick, Director, who congratulated the team on their magnificent victory
and sincerely thanked the townspeople for the great reception they had accorded
the team.

Those were the days . . .

RONAN TEEHAN
(Gortnahoe-Glengoole)
T TOOK a while for my hurling career to get going in
school after a poor first year league performance.
Eventually my name appeared on the list to play a Galway school in the railway
field. The team was half picked but the managers didn’t have anyone for full
forward. Someone said I could play there. I noticed Mr. Stokes looking
unconvinced – throwing the smallest, boniest person in the dressing room the
number fourteen jersey. I obviously wasn’t what he had in mind. Between being
very small and weighing about half as much as everybody else, schools winter
hurling was never going to be easy for me. I was destined to play corner forward
and so spent most of my time sitting on my hurley in the freezing cold while we
were getting hammered at the other end of the field.
We didn’t leave much of an impression in any competition only picking up a Croke
Cup medal in five years, but I still always seemed to be weighed down every day
with two bags and a hurley or two. Then I’d have to try to find a spot for the gearbag
where Mr. Power wouldn’t hide it somewhere at the other end of the school.
Eventually, we got a run of form last year, and with a bit of luck landed the Harty
Cup. The luck eventually ran out between my speeches and the All-Ireland but it
was a year I’ll never forget. To win the Harty was a dream but to lift it on behalf of
those lads is indescribable.

I
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The West Link
By: J.J. KENNEDY

ITH eight Harty Cup triumphs Thurles CBS stands apart as Tipperary’s
foremost hurling nursery. And while Thurles and surrounding Mid
Tipperary parishes have supplied the CBS with most of the successful
Harty players, the West, and in particular Clonoulty/Rossmore, has treasured
links with the school also.
A quick glance at last year’s Harty winners illustrates the point. Dillon Quirke
and Enda Heffernan played prominent roles in the win over St. Francis College,
Rochestown, while club mate Ronan Heffernan missed the final because of
suspension. Jimmy Ryan and David Egan were also part of the CBS panel. Add
in team coach, John Devane, and you have quite a substantial input from
Clonoulty/Rossmore and the West.
It’s not a modern phenomenon either. Thurles won its first ever Harty Cup
back in 1933. They beat North Monastery of Cork in the final with Tony Brennan
of Clonoulty playing a crucial role at full back. A team mate, Fr. Mick Condon of
Ballinure, in later years paid tribute to Brennan’s role: “Anthony Brennan was a
great star then also … I was usually placed at full forward but, believe it or not,
whenever they needed a score when we were behind they would send Anthony
to the forward line and I would have to take his place at bull back”.
It was the start of a stellar career for the Clonoulty man who would eventually
win four All-Ireland senior hurling medals with Tipperary in ’45, ’49, ’50 and ’51.
There’s an interesting Harty Cup footnote to Tony Brennan too. He switched to
Rockwell College in subsequent years and North Monastery had their revenge in
’35 when they beat Rockwell – and Brennan – in that Harty final.
Actually mention of Rockwell brings to mind something that may surprise a
few readers. Today we think of Rockwell as a rugby school but it wasn’t always
that way. In fact Rockwell has five Harty wins on its record. They won the
inaugural competition in 1918 and followed up with two doubles, ’23/’24 and
’30/’31. Bill O’Donnell, All-Ireland senior winner with Tipperary in the Killarney
All-Ireland of ’37, was on the Rockwell Harty team of 1930, while Cashel’s
Michael Burke was part of the successful 1931 side.
But back to Thurles CBS and their Clonoulty/Rossmore link. Like Rockwell
the school has twice done the Harty double, ’38/’39 and ’50/’51. Michael Ryan,
Rossmore, later a priest in Perth, Australia, was part of the double in the thirties
while another Rossmore priest, Fr. Tom Ryan, was on the ’51 team. Both
Rossmore men were part of Tipp minor panels before the religious call took their
careers in another direction. (Incidentally has any place in Ireland produced
more priests than Rossmore?)
Thurles’ 1956 Harty win stands apart because it was the last before a long,
fifty-three year famine. Once again Clonoulty played its part through Stanley
Ryan who was also a double All-Ireland minor medalist with Tipperary in ’56 and
’57. That Thurles team also included Joe Mulooly from the Kickhams club in
West Tipperary and Sean Ryan of Éire Óg Annacarty, the former being a colleague
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Tipperary junior hurling team beaten by Cork in the first round of the 1934 Munster championship at
Dungarvan on May 20. Back row (l.-r.): Mick Davern (Cashel), Jack Gleeson (Cashel), Ger Cornally
(Thurles), Ger Looby (Boherlahan), Tom Burke (Upperchurch), Jack Russell (Thurles), Paddy Griffin
(Carrick), –, –, Michael Mullins (Carrick), Paddy Dwyer (Carrick), Johnny Leahy (Boherlahan). Centre
row (l.-r.): Larry Burke (?), John Ryan (Moycarkey), Jeoff O’Shea (Carrick), –, –, Rody Curran
(Thurles), Michael Burke (Cashel), Bill Power (Boherlahan). Front row (l.-r.): Michael Norris
(Carrick), Jack Quinlan (Boherlahan), Bill Dunne (Boherlahan). (Michael Burke of Cashel played
Harty Cup with Rockwell in 1931, 1932 and 1933, winning a medal in the first year. In 1932 and 1933
he was picked on the Munster Colleges team that won the inter-provincial series in both years. In the same
years he won All-Ireland minor medals with Tipperary.)

of Stanley Ryan on the Tipperary minor win of 1956.
That brings us to 2009 and the ending of the Harty famine for Thurles CBS.
Yet again there’s a crucial Clonoulty/Rossmore input. After heartbreak in
previous years the CBS finally delivered in 2009 and one of their key players was
John O’Neill. One heading after the Harty victory over St. Caimin’s of Shannon
read, ‘O’Neill leads charge as Thurles bridge 53 year gap’. And there was the
added bonus this time of an All-Ireland win over Good Counsel of New Ross as
Thurles became just the second Tipperary school to win the Croke cup following
Templemore’s example in 1978 – Nenagh became the third in 2012.
There are other West links to Thurles CBS too. Pass the school today along
O’Donovan Rossa Street and you’ll notice that their modern sports hall is named
after James O’Donoghue, a former teacher who passed away so tragically young
in 2004 after making a huge impact in the school and his adopted O’Loughlin
Gaels club in Kilkenny. Jayo’s uncle, John O’Donoghue, was goalie for the Abbey
CBS of Tipperary town when they won their sole Harty Cup in 1959. John later
carved out a memorable career as Tipperary goalie in the glorious sixties.
Another Arravale Rvs. man, Terry Moloney, wore the blue and gold of Tipperary
after he’d won Harty honours with St. Flannan’s in ’57 and ’58. Fast forward
thirty years to 1987 and Arravale Rvs. supplied Justin Quinlan to another
successful Flannan’s Harty Cup side while his brother, Gary, followed up with a
Harty double at the Ennis school in 1990 and 1991.
So quite a few Harty medals have come to the West since the competition
began almost one hundred years ago. However, Clonoulty and Rossmore, through
its involvement with Thurles CBS can surely claim the lion’s share. It’s a West
link that’s likely to continue.
27

Thurles C.B.S. Bicentennial 1816-2016

James O’Donoghue
AN APPRECIATION
(This article first appeared in the ‘Kilkenny People’ in April 2004)
T TAKES a rare and special kind of person to be not only
and simultaneously a delegate to the Tipperary GAA
County Board, a teacher at Thurles CBS secondary
school and an under-age coach with the O’Loughlin Gaels
club in Kilkenny, but to carry out the associated duties with
equal measures of flair, passion and happiness. James
O’Donoghue, who died recently after a short illness, was
that kind of person. And much, much more besides.
He came to Kilkenny a stranger. He left an honorary
citizen of one of its parishes, which shows that there’s
something to be said for moving towns and embarking on a
new phase of life in your 30s. One starts again from scratch,
which is what James did on arriving in St John’s parish a
few years ago. No back story, no baggage, no preconceptions.
Just new friends and acquaintances, if one can be bothered
to try and make them. As James was. There are vast chunks
of his life that his Kilkenny friends knew nothing about and
probably never will. But that didn’t matter, not for him and not for us. What we saw was
what we got. We took James on his merits, and his merits were considerable.
Among the most impressive was his willingness to become socially engaged. Landed in
a new city, James could have stayed at home, surfed the Internet, re-read his Brian Moore
books or gone to the pub – as indeed he did, all of those things in their place. But he also
got out, got involved and got stuck into activities in St John’s Park. Ask what you can do
for your club – except O’Loughlins wasn’t James’s club by birthright. He linked up with
them not because he had to but because he wanted to, through his sheer love of hurling
and his appreciation of the importance of sport, especially for young people. Very quickly
he helped bring the under-14s to a first-ever Féile na nGael final in Belfast two years ago.
It was an achievement as groundbreaking in its own way as anything the O’Loughlins
senior team have achieved in the past few seasons, and no less important.
That James and the present writer became friendly – if, alas, only for the last 18 months
of his life – was not a surprise, given the reference points we shared. Similar age (okay,
he was a bit younger but I was better looking…), similar interests, similar musical
coordinates, a similar Sunday night port of call in Mick Dempsey’s in John Street,
an agreement that Dawn Run’s Gold Cup was the most profound and electrifying
Irish sporting moment of our time. (He’d watched it amid the pandemonium of a
students’ common room in UCC, me in the slightly sedater surroundings of Shem Lawlor’s
– Dempsey’s in its previous incarnation.) But in Kilkenny, James found common cause
with more than simply the likely candidates.
Many obituaries, such is the nature of the game, are prey to euphemisms; de mortui nil
nisi bonum, and all that. Not this one. To say that James possessed people skills in
abundance, plus intelligence, wit, a light touch of sarcasm, common sense, enthusiasm and
thoughtfulness to boot, is the plain and unvarnished truth. You know you’re doing
something right when Busty Sullivan thinks the world of you, like he did of James. It is
doubtful if a higher form of praise exists.
How deeply James touched the members of his adopted club was apparent at his funeral
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in Tipperary in mid-March. At both the
removal on the Friday night and the
burial next day, they were there in
immense and almost ludicrous force,
green jacket after green jacket. Had
fortunes assumed a slightly different
twist at Semple Stadium a month earlier,
O’Loughlins would have taken their place
among the nations of the earth in the AllIreland club final at Croke Park on St
Patrick’s Day. It would have been the
biggest day in the club’s history. But it
still wouldn’t have been a finer moment
for them than was their show of solidarity Thurles CBS captain Tomás Hassett receives the 2004
Fitzgerald Cup from Seamus O’Donoghue. In the centre
and caring at James’s funeral.
His own finest moment? For me, that’s is County Board Vice-Chairman John Costigan.
easy: the night of last year’s All-Ireland semi-final. His beloved Tipperary, with whom his
uncle John won All-Ireland medals in 1964 and ’65 and was a successful selector in 1991,
had not so much been beaten as been reduced to their constituent parts, yet James still
turned up in Dempsey’s to take his beating. He was disconsolate, puzzled, rueful, gracious
and generous all at the same time. Now invert the situation and try to imagine the attitude
of a Kilkenny person in a pub in Clonmel or Thurles after a 12-point championship
hammering by Tipp. Hell, try to imagine a Kilkenny person in a pub in Kilkenny being
anything other than sullen and bitter in the circumstances. Bet you can’t. I know I can’t.
The dying of his own light took place quickly and in silence, with – again the measure of
the man – no self-indulgence or song-and-dance routine attached. Most of James’s Kilkenny
friends had no idea he wasn’t well; this one had no idea just how serious his illness was
and how remorselessly it had taken hold. Hemingway – he whose famous line about grace
under pressure is usually dragged up in the most facile of contexts, to describe a
goalkeeper or defender who plays well on a hopelessly outgunned team or whatever –
should have been alive to witness James’s equanimity in the face of a clock that had
started ticking again and wasn’t going to stop. This, surely, was what Hemingway meant.
One doesn’t expect to have to delete a 36-year-old from the speed dial on one’s mobile
phone. But James did send me a picture text in mid-February: an O’Loughlins GAA club
logo. That’ll stay.
“I don’t think he had any appreciation of how much he was appreciated,” as Mick
Dempsey put it on that dismal Sunday night after the funeral, when reality finally kicked
in. No, James almost certainly didn’t. He would probably have been embarrassed if he had.
But the turnout for the obsequies showed the rest of us exactly how much. It was a sliver
of consolation to take home and store against the years to come.
He didn’t make it to Cheltenham week, although I’m pretty sure that he would have
made it to St Patrick’s Day had O’Loughlins overcome Newtownshandrum. He won’t plan
another Harty Cup campaign with Thurles CBS, or witness the boys from St John’s parish
he took to Féile grow to manhood, or see Tipperary winning the All-Ireland again. For my
own part, I’ll never meet him again for a drink, hear about the more promising youngsters
on his school teams or discover what new reading he’d picked up in Khan’s Bargain Books
in James’s Street. And yes, I know – placed alongside the loss to his family, his oldest pals,
his school and O’Loughlins, that’s a pretty insignificant and irrelevant coda. But God, how
it stings.
For the members of James’s adopted club and his latterday friends in Kilkenny, it was
both a pleasure and a privilege to have known him. More flowery epitaphs than this have
been written in the past and will be in the future. Not more heartfelt ones, though.
– Enda McEvoy
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Those were the days . . .

JOHN MEAGHER
(Loughmore-Castleiney)
WAS very lucky in my time in Thurles CBS to have
played with some great players and played under
some fantastic management teams. The highlight for me was probably being
a member of the victorious Harty Cup team that brought back the coveted trophy
after an absence of 53 years.

I

Bringing back the trophy to the school on the Monday after the final really
showed to me how important the Harty Cup is and how seriously it is taken in
the school. It seemed to mean so much to pupils and members of staff but to see
past pupils, grown men, shed a tear at this homecoming is what really made me
realise how much it means to the extended Thurles CBS community.
Although I was lucky to win a few medals during my six years in the school,
I do not feel this is what I cherish most from my time there. The friendships that
hurling allowed me to make at school and the enjoyment I got from going
training with my classmates is what stands out.
Anyone who was interested was welcome to come to train and no one was ever
turned away. The fact that everyone was included on the panels for the different
teams was one of the things I loved about the way hurling was approached in the
school and it was commonplace for there to be 40 players on a panel. It is this
camaraderie and friendships I think I will remember the most.
I always did my best every time I donned the blue and gold of Thurles CBS
and tried to give everything I had, however the school gave more to me
than I could ever have given back. I will always be grateful for the
hurling education I received in Thurles CBS and wish them the very best in
the future.

Go raibh rath ar bhur saothar
from

LOUGHMORE-CASTLEINEY
GAA Club
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2009

– Harty Cup Winners

Back row: Padraig Egan, John Meagher, James Bourke, Daragh Devane, Martin Saddler,
Cathal Carroll, Damien Fitzgerald, Donal O’Gorman, Ailbe O’Donoghue, Aidan
McCormack, David Corbett. Third row: Conor Hammersley, Sean Moroney, Mike O’Brien,
Niall O’Brien, John Ryan, Eoghan Moloney, Gary O’Connell, Geoff Fallon, Pat Ralph, Shane
Byrne, Brian Campion. Second row: Pa Dunne, Paul Hayes, Stephen Kirwan, Aaron Ryan,
Aidan Stakelum, Pauric Crone, Jimmy Meagher, Denis Ferncombe, James O’Gorman, John
Bergin, Mark Lanigan. Front row: Kevin Slattery, Seamus Ryan, Seamus Carew, Tommy
Doyle, Stephen Maher, Denis Maher (Capt.), Philip Looby, Cathal, Barrett, Cian Treacy,
Donal Bergin, Ailbe Power. Missing from photo: Seamus Kennedy.

Harty Cup back in Thurles for
first time since 1956
THURLES CBS 2-14

ST. CAIMIN’S SHANNON 0-5

NOTHER famine is over”, thus proclaimed Archbishop Dermot
Clifford, Archbishop of Cashel and Emly as he handed over the Dr.
Harty Cup to Thurles CBS captain James Barry in McDonagh Park
Nenagh – the first time the famous cup was hoisted by Thurles hands since 1956.
The emotional roller-coaster that has been the Harty campaign in the famed
hurling nursery finally came to an end as the Thurles lads blitzed St Caimin’s of
Shannon with a very efficient performance which saw them dominate from start
to finish. Not even the inclement elements could rain on the party as the side led
the blue and gold back to the pinnacle of the Munster senior colleges hurling
pile. Fifty three years of frustration, near misses, false dawns and dashed hopes
were finally put to bed when Barry, the Upperchurch-Drombane captain who had
entered the fray later on, had the honour of being the man to lift the cup.
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Many Thurles folk had hoped that the fear of losing would not strangle their
side in this decider as it had done in the past. But, drawing on the experience of
2008, Thurles CBS under the watchful eyes of John O’Doherty, Paddy
McCormack and their management team, ensured that they would be
psychologically and physically ready for the final. They were incredibly focused
on the day and their single minded approach was just what the doctor ordered
to bridge the ever lengthening gap.
The significance of victory could easily have over shadowed the actual game
itself. In fact such was Thurles’ total domination and sizeable winning margin,
that the final whistle was almost anti-climax.
That first half saw Thurles fire 2-10 out of 2-11 from play, saw nine players on
the score sheet, and saw St Caimin’s held scoreless from play. It was near perfect
half for Thurles and it paved the way for the return of the Harty Cup to the
Cathedral Town for the seventh time.
Starting with John O’Neill at centre forward, David Butler at full and Aiden
McCormack on the wing, Thurles tore St Caimin’s apart in the first fifteen
minutes. Helped by a Michael O’Brien goal in the 5th after a long delivery from
John Meagher, the Thurles lads rattled over points from John O’Neill (2), David
Butler and Pat Molloy before Butler rattled the Shannon net again for the 18th.
Caimin’s had no answer to the onslaught and even deploying an extra man in
defence was not developing their cause. Indeed it served only to allow Thurles to
exploit the space in their own backline and work quality ball into their deadly
attack. The halfback line of Molloy, Maher and Meagher were impregnable with
the centre back firing over a superb point in the 23rd from long range to further
inspire his colleagues. By the interval, Thurles CBS had opened up a 2-11 to
0-2 lead-O’Neill, Kieran Morris, Mossy Bracken, Diarmuid Fogarty and Aidan
McCormack all earning their spurs with scores to leave them in a very
commanding position indeed. Caimin’s had been completely blitzed and were
able to manage only two scores from placed balls in the half from wing forward
Patrick Sheehan.
The dark clouds which gathered overhead during the break finally gave away
to a chilly spill as the teams emerged for the second half. But, Thurles would not
be frozen out and even though Caimin’s started in a whirlwind and fired over
three scores from Sheehan in quick succession, their lot was not to be a happy
one. Thurles regrouped and defended with real aplomb to keep the Shannon lads
living off scraps – Maher and O’Shea were rock solid in this half, with Kieran
Morris too doing a huge amount of work.
Substitute Padraig Greene scored with his first involvement to add to Kieran
Morris and Kieran Fogarty efforts and before the end Morris again and an Aidan
McCormack goal sealed a perfect storm for Thurles CBS – Caimin’s had managed
only three from play in the hour, two from Sheehan and once from substitute
Darren O’Connor.
Thurles hurling was far sharper than Caimin’s and the combination play which
helped scupper Blackwater in the semi-final was evident once more. Rory
O’Shea flanked by Michael Doyle and Sean Harty covered keeper Paul Ryan with
comfort; Denis Maher marshalling the centre Meagher and Molloy equally as
impressive on the wings. Michael Russell and Mossy Bracken proving a potent
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midfield partnership while Morris, O’Neill and McCormack were mobile, sharp
and accurate. Inside, Diarmuid Fogarty and Michael O’Brien with David Butler
at full were always winning ball and wreaked havoc in the Caimin’s defence. If
was fitting too to see captain James Barry and Stephen Maher making cameo
appearances at the very death-a lovely touch for the injured duo.
The Harty Cup is back in Thurles for the first time in 53 years. But the
current bunch of players can now make even more history by going on to win the
All-Ireland Colleges title – the first time ever for the school. When the dust
settles on this fantastic Harty win, the focus on making history will consume
everyone in Thurles CBS. As Principal Martin Quirke proclaimed “this is not the
end – it is just the beginning”.
Teams and scorers – Thurles CBS: P. Ryan (Upperchurch-Drombane), S. Harty (do),
R. O’Shea (Sarsfields), M. Doyle (Holycross-Ballycahill), P Molloy (Moycarkey-Borris) 0-1,
D. Maher (Sarsfields) 0-1, J. Meagher (Loughmore-Castleiney), M. Russell (Sarsfields), M.
Bracken (Moycarkey-Borris) 0-1, K. Morris (Moycarkey-Borris) 0-4, J. O’Neill (ClonoultyRossmore) 0-3, A. McCormack (Sarsfields) 1-1, M. O’Brien (Clomel Óg) 1-0, D. Butler
(Drom-Inch) 1-1, D. Fogarty (Moyne-Templetouhy) 0-2. Subs: P. Green (UpperchurchDrombane) 0-1 for M O’Brien; P. Looby (Drom-Inch) for M Bracken; J. Barry (UpperchurchDrombane) for D Fogarty; S. Maher (Sarsfields) for M Russell.
St Caimin’s: T. Griffin, E. McInerney, N. Purcell, C. McCaul, E. Boyce, K. Lynch, S.
O’Connor, N. Frawley, D Liddy, P. Sheehan 0-8, S .Hynan, J. Guilfoyle, P. Collins, T. Crowe,
A. Mulready. Subs: D. O’Connor 0-1 for McInerney; J. Controy for Guilfoyle; D. Keogh for
N. Frawley.
Referee: D Kirwin (Cork).

~ 2009 ~
Historic All-Ireland for
O’Brien-inspired CBS
Thurles CBS Top Their Harty Cup Breakthrough
THURLES CBS 1-17

GOOD COUNSEL NEW ROSS 1-15

FTER BRIDGING a colossal fifty three year gap by clinching the elusive
Harty Cup, the all-conquering CBS completed a glorious chapter in the
history of the famed hurling nursery when they captured the All-Ireland
Colleges ‘A’ crown, at the expense of Good Counsel New Ross, in a nail-biting
final at Semple Stadium. Star of the show for Thurles was their corner-forward
Michael O’Brien who scored 1-5 from play.
Semple Stadium has witnessed many scenes of unbridled joy down through the
decades, but few matched the tidal waves of euphoria that swept through the
hallowed grounds on Monday evening as Thurles players, mentors and their
supporters danced with sheer delight at the significance of another momentous
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day for the school. It was quite a scene as the players and well-wishers came
together for the second time in five weeks to celebrate the coveted silverware,
marking on Monday last a first ever All-Ireland seniors colleges hurling title for
the school Thurles CBS and the second school from the county to win the AllIreland senior competition. Templemore CBS captured it in 1978.
After the massive fifteen point win over St Caimins in the Harty final, the
winning margin on Monday could not have been tighter. But could not have been
sweeter for the Thurles heroes as they put the icing on the cake of the Harty
breakthrough with another accomplished performance, highlighted by their
highly-impressive return of 1-15 from play – all but two points of their total.
Having played with the aid of the breeze in the first half the CBS were well
worth their three point interval lead (1-11 to 1-8) and although they extended
their advantage to five close to the three quarter stage, they were unable to
completely unhinge themselves from an equally determined Good Counsel outfit.
The New Ross side struck three unanswered points in the last five minutes of a
heart-stopping finale to leave them just a point behind in the second minute of
‘stoppage’ time. A draw seemed a distinct possibility as New Ross threw
everything at the Thurles defence. The CBS, living in fear of conceding a
sensational match-winning goal to their rivals, weathered the storm in heroic
fashion and in the last minute of stoppage time classy county minor Kieran
Morris put the issue beyond doubt when he fired over the last score with great
conviction after a Good Counsel defender had conceded a 65.
Thurles was inspired by a Clonmel lad, Clonmel Óg clubman Michael O’Brien
who gave a real ‘man of the match’ performance and ended the day with a
whopping 1-5 from play. A nephew of current Tipperary GAA Chairman, Barry
O’Brien, Michael gave Good Counsel a torrid time from the very start and he
shot 1-3 of his total in the opening period (his points were gems) as Tipp, with
the wind of their backs, took a three point interval lead (1-11 to 1-8).
Indicative of the close nature of the contest was the fact that the sides were
level five times in the first half. Ger Aylward and Kieran Morris leaving them
deadlocked for the first time inside the opening two minutes. Thurles opened
their shoulders and did well to erase a two point deficit with four unanswered
points to lead 0-5 to 0-3 after ten minutes. Goalie Paul Ryan was steady in goal,
and Sean Harty, Rory O’Shea, and Michael Doyle provided solid cover with
strong defensive play. In front of them Pat Molloy, Denis Maher, and John
Meagher (the Loughmore-Castleiney player scored a lovely point) supplied their
attackers with a clever distribution that led to some beautiful points from Kieran
Morris, John O’Neill, Michael O’Brien and Diarmuid Fogarty finishing the game
on 0-3 apiece from play, while Morris struck 0-3 (0-2 from play and 0-1 from ’65).
David Butler who also shot a lovely point in the first half, and Mossy Bracken
worked unsparingly in laying groundwork at midfield for Thurles, and Michael
Russell and Aidan McCormack toiled hard. Team captain James Barry, who had
been struggling with injury all year and made a brief appearance in the closing
stages of the Harty Cup, came into the fray at right-full-back at the start of the
second half with Michael Doyle taking over at full-back and Rory O’Shea moving
to the left flank.
James Cassin narrowed the gap for Good Counsel with a point from a free, but
34

Thurles C.B.S. Bicentennial 1816-2016

Thurles hit a golden patch to move five in
front by the 43rd minute. They looked
well capable of taking control at this
stage, but Good Counsel was in no mood
to surrender and continued to work hard.
Matthew Cody, James Breen, Matthew
O’Hanlon, James Cassin and Ger Aylward
had a very impressive work rate, and the
Leinster school chipped away a four point
deficit after 48 minutes to leave just one
in the difference entering ‘stoppage’ time.
Thurles could have paid the ultimate
price for poor finishing at a crucial time.
Good Counsel’s last point resulted from a
deflection from the stick of a defender
after Aylward went for what might have
been a sensational match-winning goal
from a 21 metre free. CBS continued to
live dangerously in injury time until
Kieran Morris sent over the score that
clinched a historic victory.
Substitutes in the final, James Barry,
Pat Ralph, Padraig Greene and Philip
Looby also made important contributions.
Hats off also to the Thurles management
team of John Stokes, John Doherty,
Paddy McCormack and Damien Young for
their work on the side.
Thurles CBS – P Ryan (UpperchurchDrombane); S Harty (do), R O’Shea
(Thurles Sarsfields), M Doyle (HolycrossBallycahill); P Molloy (Moycarkey-Borris),
Thurles CBS captain James Barry lifts the D Maher (Thurles Sarsfields) 0-1,
Croke Cup after victory over Good Counsel J Meagher (Loughmore-Castleiney) 0-1;
of New Ross in the 2009 All-Ireland D Butler (Drom-Inch), 0-1, M Bracken
Colleges Senior ‘A’ Hurling Final at Semple (Moycarkey-Borris); K Morris (do) 0-3, M
(Photo: Brendan Moran/Sportsfile)
Stadium.
Russell (Thurles Sarsfields) J O’Neill
(Clonoulty-Rossmore 0-3; D Fogarty (Moyne-Templetouhy) 0-3, A McCormack
(Thurles Sarsfields), M O’Brien (Clonmel Óg) 1-5. Subs: J Barry (UpperchurchDrombane) for Harty, P Ralph (Moycarkey-Borris) for McCormack, P Greene
(Upperchurch-Drombane) for Russell, P Looby (Drom-Inch) for Bracken.
Good Counsel – K. Kehoe, M. Cody, J. Breen, M. Furlong, I. Duggan (0-1),
Matthew O’Hanlon, J. Lying, A. Nolan, (0-1), L. French, M. Crowdle (0-1),
J. Cassin (0-8), G. Aylward (0-3), D. Murphy, W. Walsh (1-0), Michael O’Hanlon
(0-1). Subs: C. Foran for French, G. Foley for Michael O’Hanlon, S. Barron for
Duggan
Referee: A Kelly (Galway).
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Thurles C.B.S.
1

P.J. Ryan
(Fenians)

2

3

Cathal Barrett

John Coughlan

Michael Cahill

(Holycross-Ballycahill)

(Moyne-Templeuohy)

(Thurles Sarsfields)

5

6

7

Ronan Maher

Padraig Maher

John Meagher

(Thurles Sarsfields)

(Thurles Sarsfields)

(Loughmore-Castleiney)

8

9

Seamus Kennedy

Sean Ryan

(St. Mary’s)

(Sean Treacys)

10

11

12

Pa Bourke

Denis Maher

Kieran Morris

(Thurles Sarsfields)

(Thurles Sarsfields)

(Moycarkey-Borris)

13

14

15

Seamus Butler

Aidan Fogarty

Timmy Hammersly

(Drom & Inch)

(Emeralds)

(Clonoulty-Rossmore)

16. DAMIEN YOUNG
(Drom & Inch)
17. PAUL MAHER
(Moyne-Templetuohy)
18. JOHN DEVANE
(Clonoulty-Rossmore)
19. GER O’GRADY
(Thurles Sarsfields)

ROGHNÓIRÍ
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20. STEPHEN LILLIS
(Thurles Sarsfields)
21. SEAN MAHER
(Clonoulty-Rossmore)
22. DAVID BUTLER
(Drom & Inch)
23. MICHEÁL BUTLER
(Drom & Inch)

24. STEPHEN MAHER
28. JOHNNY ENRIGHT
(Thurles Sarsfields)
(Thurles Sarsfields)
25. JAMES BARRY
29. BRIAN TROY
(Upperchurch-Drombane)
(Emeralds)
26. LAR CORBETT
30. MICHAEL GLEESON
(Thurles Sarsfields)
(Thurles Sarsfields)
27. JOHN O’NEILL
(Clonoulty-Rossmore)

Managers: Pat Henderson, Fr Tom Fogarty, Martin Quirke
Physio: Bill McCormack
First Aid: Pearse Murphy

Thurles C.B.S. Bicentennial 1816-2016

Tipperary
1

Darragh Mooney
(Éire Óg Annacarthy)

2

3

4

Joe O’Dwyer

Mikie Breen

Conor O’Brien

(Killenaule)

(Ballina)

(Éire Óg Annacarthy)

5

6

7

Willie Ryan

Tossie Hamill

Liam Ryan

(Clonakenny)

(Moyne-Templetuohy)

(Drom & Inch)

8

9

Bill Maher

Daire Quinn

(Kilsheelan)

(Nenagh Éire Óg)

10

11

12

John O’Dwyer

Patrick Maher

Dan McCormack

(Killenaule)

(Lorrha-Dorrha)

(Borris-Ileigh)

13

14

15

Adrian Ryan

Conor Kenny

John McGrath

(Templederry Kenyons)

(Borris-Ileigh)

(Loughmore-Castleiney)

16. DARREN GLEESON
(Portroe)
17. BRIAN HOGAN
(Lorrha-Dorrha)
18. JASON FORDE
(Silvermines)

ROGHNÓIRÍ

19. SEAN CURRAN
(CJ Kickhams
Mullinahone)
20. DYLAN FITZELL
(Cashel King Cormacs)

21. LIAM McGRATH
(Loughmore-Castleiney)

24. BRENDAN MAHER
(Borris-Ileigh)

22. ANDREW COFFEY
(Nenagh Éire Óg)

25. BARRY HEFFERNAN
(Nenagh Éire Óg)

23. NOEL McGRATH
(Loughmore-Castleiney)

Manager Michael Ryan (Upperchurch-Drombane) Coach: Declan Fanning (Killenaule)
Selectors: John Madden (Lorrha-Dorrha), Conor Stakelum (Borris-Ileigh)
Physio: Paddy O’Brien Masseur: Mick Clohessy Doctor: Brendan Murphy
Strength & Conditioning Coaches: Gary Ryan, Lukas Kirzenstein
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1950

– Harty Cup Winners

Back row (l.-r.): John O’Mahony, Joe Tynan, Tony Wall, Tom Ryan, Mattie Dunne, Willie
Perkins, Christy Shortt, Liam Touhy. Middle row (l.-r.): Larry Dowling, Pat Croke, Paddy
Mockler, Tom Butler, Ger Connaughton, Claus de Bhial, Gerry O’Grady. Front row (l.-r.):
Laurie McDonnell, Joe Harris, Billy Quinn, Dick Quinn, Tommy McCormack.

Thurles CBS win back Harty Cup
THURLES CBS 7-3

MIDLETON 2-0

FTER BEING out of the running since 1943, Thurles CBS climaxed a
sweeping come-back at Buttevant, Co. Cork by trouncing Midleton CBS in
the final of the Dr Harty Cup and recovering the coveted trophy for the
first time since 1939.
In a very one-sided game, it was Thurles all the way after an early exchange of
scores and the issue was undeniably settled from early in the second half.
Starting with the advantage of a diagonal wind, Thurles were slow to settle
down and their half-time lead of 2-1 was not at all impressive. In the second half
however, they reverted to true form and undeterred by wind disadvantage
completely monopolised play and scored almost at will.
Thurles, which appeared to be the fitter side had a vital supremacy at
mid-field where C. Shortt and M. Dunne shone. Their forwards co-ordinated well
and keeping the ball low, McCormack, Perkins and Connaughton did fine
shooting and were well served by a fast half-line. T. Butler shone in the half back
line and P. Mockler and P. Croke were also prominent in a good defence. L. Quinn
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in goal had an easy time in the second half but, effected some fine saves early in
the game.
J. Walls opened the scoring for Midleton in the first minute and McCormack
quickly equalised from a centre by Connaughton. Perkins sent to the net again
from a centre by McDonnell and after Midleton had pressed hard and Mockler
had cleared a 70 McDonnell sent a nice shot over the bar to put Thurles in front
by 2-1 to 1-0. Harris sent a fine shot to the net from 40 yards.
After Flanagan had saved brilliantly in the Midleton goal, the defence
conceded a 70, which was taken by Butler and sent to the net by McCormack.
A Midleton rally resulted in a free, close in, which was finished to the net
by Collins for what conspired to be Midleton’s final score. A little before halftime a Midleton goal was disallowed and the interval scores was: Thurles 4-1,
Midleton 2-0.
After the resumption, play fluctuated for a period when both defences excelled
against strong pressure. Thurles lost a few chances and then a goal by McDonnell
started a spate of scores. McMormack sent to net and followed up with a neat
shot over the bar as the midfield pair let nothing pass the half-line. Connaughton
added a goal and McCormack a point before the final whistle. At the conclusion
of the game, Mr M. V. O’Donoghue, Chairman Munster Council, presented the
cup to T. Butler, the Thurles captain.
The ball was thrown in by Mr S McCarthy, TC, Lord Mayor of Cork.
Thurles – T. Butler (Capt), L. Perkins, C. Shortt, P. Croke, T. Ryan, J. Harris,
J. O’Mahoney, M. Dunne, C. de Bhial, L McDonnell, T. MacCormack, P. Mockler,
A. Wall, G. Connaughton, L. Quinn.
Midleton – G. Flanagan, D. Higgins, D. MacDonagh, A. Clifford, T. Berry (Capt),
J. Dowling, J. Wallis, W. Williams, T. Horgan, P. Ronan, T. Power, G. Collins,
T. Guerin, J. Garde.

Best wishes to Thurles CBS
from

JK BRACKENS
GAA Club
Best of luck with your Bicentennial match
from

KILLENAULE
GAA Club
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Aidan
By: ENDA McEVOY

FOGARTY

– quiet hero

EAT BRAINTEASER for the Kilkenny
supporter in your life. When Brian
Cody’s team were at the absolute
height of their powers, which secondary
school supplied more All-Ireland final ‘Man of
the Match’ winners than any other?

N

Given the publication in which this article
is appearing, the answer is obvious. Correct: it
wasn’t a Kilkenny school at all. Aidan Fogarty
2006, P.J. Ryan 2009 and – seeing that the
Black and Amber were going for five in a row
that afternoon, meaning the question isn’t a
trick one and the reader is no position to cry
foul – Lar Corbett in 2010. Ten years on there
are doubtless some folk who’ve forgotten
Fogarty’s gaiscí in the 2006 decider when his
haul of 1-3 helped make the difference against Cork. They shouldn’t have.
Though clearly the better and hungrier team on the day, Kilkenny still needed a
gamebreaker. Cometh the hour, cometh the Urlingford man.
One could say that he wasn’t the likeliest of September gamebreakers, but that
would be an erroneous observation. History shows us that All-Ireland finals take
on a narrative of their own, a narrative not infrequently at wild variance with the
working draft of the script, and every so often throw up an Aidan Fogarty, a Fergie
Tuohy (for Clare in 1995) or a Timmy McCarthy (for Cork in ’99). Yet to point to
2006 as the Emeralds man’s most shining hour in stripes is to miss the bigger
picture. His was no comet that flashed across the skies; three years later
Kilkenny required his contribution of 1-3 to get past a spiky Galway on a
rumbustious Saturday night in Tullamore, and as late as the drawn 2014 AllIreland final he was the first sub Cody sprang. That’s how much faith the
manager had in him. That’s how well Fogarty lasted the intercounty course and
distance.
He wasn’t one of the superstars. Thing was, he never imagined he was and he
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never behaved like he was. What’s the line about a chain being only as strong as
its weakest link? That Kilkenny compiled the palace of silverware they did after
2006 was not only because they were blessed with the Henry Shefflins but also
because they were blessed with the Aidan Fogartys: the bright, ambitious, selfmotivated types. His clubmate Derek Lyng was another man who patently ticked
the same boxes. Maybe it’s something in the Urlingford water.
An interview he gave after his intercounty retirement at the end of 2014 served
as an insight into his bracing common sense. “When I was younger I always
thought that winning an All-Ireland would feel great,” he revealed. “But if you
don’t have self-esteem before winning an All-Ireland, you’re not going to get it by
winning one. It’s a confidence booster, it’s great for your hurling. But you have to
try and build your self-confidence outside of hurling, and if you do that it’ll be
reflected on the field. I’ve often said, if hurling dictates how you feel, that’s not
a good place to be. If you get depressed over playing badly, that’s going to impact
on how you play the next day.”
As time went by, he added, one lesson he learned was not to take hurling so
seriously. “That might sound funny because I love it and I always gave 110 per
cent. But in the last couple of years I developed a bit of perspective about myself
and about the importance of being a rounded person instead of just a hurler.”
Aidan Fogarty. Fine hurler, great guy and a credit to his alma mater.
• Enda McEvoy is the author of The Godfather of Modern Hurling: The Father Tommy
Maher Story.
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1951

– Harty Cup Winners

Back row (l.-r.): J. O’Grady, A. Kelly, T. Ryan, M. Dunne, J. McLoughney, J. Tynan, A.
Wall, J. Callanan, L. Dowling, B. Dowling. Front row (l.-r.): P. Barry, W. Ryan, L. Dwan,
L. Quinn, P. Croke, R. Quinn, E. Burke, J. Foyle, V. Shalvey, P. Boyle, G. Wall.

Dr Harty Cup retained
by Thurles C.B.S.
THURLES CBS 3-5

SULLIVAN’S QUAY 1-3

N A GAME which sparkled with fine hurling from start to finish. Thurles
C.B.S won the Dr. Harty Cup for the second year in succession, when
defeating Sullivan’s Quay by 3-5 to 1-3 at Kilmallock, thereby emulating the
feat of the 1938/’39 teams .
After dominating the play in the first half, Thurles had their backs to the wall
for most of the second half and it speaks volumes for the display of “the Quay”
that the holders could only register three points in this half.
The game, which was watched by a record crowd, will rank amongst the
“great” finals in this competition. It had nearly everything the hurling
enthusiast desires in the way of goalmouth thrills, shoulder-to-shoulder pulling
and spectacular scores. Although the game was played at a fast pace from start
to finish, so well the players, on both sides, trained that there were very few
stoppages during play.
Thurles C.B.S well merited their win because they displayed great fighting
qualities when the tide of battle was running in favour of the Quay. This Thurles

I
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team may not have been one of the best to represent the school but what it
lacked in the way of individual brilliance was made up by the teamwork and that
will-to-win so necessary in big games.
To the Thurles backs must go most of the honours of victory for they withstood
every onslaught of the Sullivan’s Quay forwards in the second half . T. Ryan was
a tower of strength at wing half-back, while E. Burke, P. Barry and T. Kelly were
other others to impress. J. McLoughney was magnificent in goal. Time and time
again he brought saves when all seemed lost.
T. Wall and P. Croke played themselves to a standstill at centrefield where the
exchange were even all through. The forwards never moved as well as in previous
games and in the second half they lost many scores through not pulling first time
on the ball. J. Tynan played well at centre half forward although up against the
star of the losing side in J. Coffey. D. Quinn, the full-forward, got the first goal
in brilliant fashion and was rather unlucky not to have scored on a number of
other occasions.
From the thrown-in Sullivan’s Quay went into attack and J. Brohan opened the
scoring with a point from a close-in free. A move initiated by P. Shelvey resulted
in a goal by D. Quinn to give Thurles the lead. J. Tynan increased the lead with
a fine point from thirty yards. The Thurles forwards were now rampant and
T. Wall, breaking clear on the left wing crossed to L. Dowling who had a goal from
21 yards. Sullivan’s Quay rallied but some easy chances of scores were missed.
Thurles returned to the attack and T. Wall centred to P. Boyle who finished to net
to further increase then Thurles lead. On half-time P. Croke beat a few men
before sending over the bar to leave the interval score: Thurles C.B.S. 3-2,
Sullivan’s Quay 0-1.
On the resumption, Thurles were first to score when T. Wall pointed from a 21
yards free. Sullivan’s Quay retaliated and gave them new hope. P. Croke was
tripped going through and T. Wall pointed from the free. J. McLoughney saved
brilliantly in the Thurles goal before J. Brohan sent over the bar for Sullivan’s
Quay.
Now came a great Sullivan’s Quay rally and T. Murphy, receiving from
D. Canton, flashed in a goal. But the referee’s whistle had sounded for a free to
Sullivan’s Quay just before the ball was hit. J. Brohan sent over the bar from this
free. The Thurles goal had some narrow escapes and J. McLoughney saved
brilliantly on a number of occasions. J. Wall closed the scoring with a fire point
from an acute angle and although the Quay pressed hard Thurles held out to the
final whistle.
Thurles – J. McLoughney, P. Barry, J. Callanan, E. Burke, T. Kelly, T. Wall,
P. Ryan, P. Croke (Capt.), L. Dowling, J. Wall, J. Tynan, P. Shelvey, L. Quinn,
D. Quinn, P. Boyle.
Sullivan’s Quay – D. Dunles (goal), S. Coughlan, J. Fitzgibbon, E. O’Connel,
J. Bowe, J. Coffey (capt), D. Mulcahy, D. Canton, and T. Murphy, J. Sullivan,
F. Woods, T. Cronin,M. Jackson, J. Brohan, F. Mahony.
Referee: Mr. T. O’Sullivan (Limerick).
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TONY WALL
remembers . . .
TONY WALL – HARTY CUP MEDAL WINNER 1950 AND 1951 – TIPPERARY
ALL-IRELAND SENIOR HURLING WINNING CAPTAIN 1958 RECALLS:
Y CONNECTION with Thurles CBS was when a group of us hopefuls, just
after our First Holy Communion, at seven years of age, marched up the town
to the grown-up school – Thurles CBS. Most of us settled in well and
progressed to the secondary school a few years later where we were joining the boys
from the rural hinterland. Up to this time there was no organised games or physical
activity of any kind and so the Wednesday afternoon trip to the sportsfield, as it was
then known, was to my mind, the highlight of the week.
There we had a hurling match organised and refereed by a Christian Brother.
Soon there was word of the Rice Cup competition and I still remember my joy at
being selected to represent the school – even if it was only at corner-back where
I was delighted if I could prevent my opponent from getting the ball and allowing it
to go wide if possible.
Afterwards there was the Croke Cup and I was delighted to get on the B team
with Jimmy Finn, some years older, the big man on the A team. Then there was the
Dean Ryan Cup, a much bigger competition leading onto the big time – the Harty
Cup. By the way these cup competitions provided three or four matches per year if
the team continued winning – they were all knock-out competitions.
During all this time the Harty Cup was the highlight of the hurling school year.
Year after year, the supporters and teams headed off in buses to take on the arch
enemy, St. Flannan’s. Songs were learned and rehearsed – “we don’t dare whether
we win lose or draw” etc. But we did care, and year after year we came back
defeated. There was always a hard luck story, a disputed goal, a certain point waved
wide. For eleven years, since 1938, Thurles had not won the Harty Cup, despite the
efforts of some of the greats of Tipperary hurling – Pat Stakelum, Paddy Kenny,
Jimmy Finn, Mick Maher, John O’Grady.
Then came my chance. When we came back to the school in September 1949,
there was a new Brother in charge of the team. He had his plan. He selected his
panel, the only twenty or so who had any potential. He picked his team and brought
us up to the Kickhams field on the Mill Road, a field that at that time had nothing
but a couple of goalposts and some times with the grass cut. The session usually
consisted of first time pulling as the ball travelled up and down the field along the
two or three lines of players. Then we had backs and forwards, always the same
backs and always the same forwards.
All the emphasis was on the forwards moving the ball as quickly as possible, along
the ground, first time, from half forward across in front of the goal and then over to

M
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the other side or into the
square until a scoring
opportunity arose. When
this broke down the ball
was pucked out to the
centrefielders, and the
process started again. In
the centre of all this was
Bro Doody, directing,
cajoling, with never a
harsh or cutting word.
I was left halfback for
all this, chasing a will-othe-wisp, Joe Harris, a
Pallottine student from
Galway, up and around
the allotted positions.
Eventually we headed off
to Nenagh in the bus to
play the old enemy, St
Flannan’s. It was just Kilkenny’s All-Ireland medal winner Private Eoin Larkin
before Christmas, the (left)and retired Major General Tony Wall hold the Liam
weather was atrocious, MacCarthy Cup at McKee Barracks, Dublin.
(Photo: Barry Cregg/Sportsfile)
and Philly Ryan from
Borrisoleigh was referee. Shortly after the start of the game there came a ferocious
shower of hail. We all ran over to the only shelter available, a six foot wall
surrounding the pitch.
Just before the shower we had been awarded a twenty one yard free but on return,
the twenty one yard line was obscured. The ball was placed on the fourteen yard line
and quick as a flash, Laurie McDonnell slapped it to the back of the net. We were
on our way and we beat Flannans 6-3 to 0-3. My recollection is that we won both our
subsequent games by six goal margins to bring back the Dr Harty Cup to Thurles.
The following year, the Leaving Cert students departed but were replaced quite
well and the feat was repeated – two Harty Cup wins in a row. My main recollection
of the second year was our match, not against Flannans but against Limerick CBS.
Bro Doody had gone down to see them in the first round and came back with his
assessment. The big threat was Dermot Kelly, who was one of the really great
hurlers of that time and subsequent years. Bro Doody had his plan. Dermot Kelly
was to be marked at centrefield by Lauri McDonnell, but he was also to be
confronted by either Paddy Croke, playing at centre halfback, or myself, playing at
wingback. To this day McDonnell maintains he handled him on his own without
assistance from either of us.
Memories are made of this. Without any doubt, Thurles CBS was the main nursery
for Mid Tipperary hurling and provided the backbone of the great Tipperary teams
of the following decades. It certainly set me off on a hurling career which has
brought great satisfaction and rewards, and for this I am very grateful to the
Brothers in general, and to Bro Doody in particular.
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Those were the days . . .

JIMMY DARCY
(Drom & Inch)
N THE 1993/94 season I was honoured to captain a
Harty Cup team that featured Johnny Enright and
Matty O’Dowd of Thurles, Brian Lanphier from Moycarkey-Borris, and Philip
O’Dwyer from Boherlahan. Under the guidance of Peter O’Shea and Tom Clarke
we felt we had a real chance and had been reasonably successful up through
the grades.

I

St Flannan’s were one of the main powerhouses at the time and we drew them
in the quarter-final. Johnny Enright, almost single handedly, pulled us back from
the brink to secure a draw. After that we really knuckled down but had to wait
almost three months for a replay, as the competition was held up over a
controversy involving Flannan’s. Either way it only served to strengthen our
resolve to get over them the second day out in what turned into an epic battle.
The memory that stands out for me is deep into the second half. We had
Flannan’s under pressure but we needed a big score. Myself and Ger Flanagan
were positioned around the centre back mark and realised it was now or never.
We agreed one of us had to go up and support the forwards and seek out a goal.
I think we made the right decision when minutes later Ger had the ball in the
back of the net and we went on to win. I threw my helmet into the air after the
game and such was our excitement I never saw it again.
With the competition backed up we had to play a Seán Óg Ó hAilpín inspired
North Mon on the hill in Mitchelstown a week later. I don’t think we really
regained our composure in time and never got properly going that day. Finally our
dream was over.

Go maire an dea-obair i bhfad
from

KNOCKAVILLA KICKHAMS
GAA Club
46

Thurles C.B.S. Bicentennial 1816-2016

The Christian Brothers
and

Hurling

By: BR DAITHÍ FITZGERALD

NE NOVEMBER evening in the late eighties, a medal which had been found
in a house in Friar St. Thurles, was handed in at the monastery. It was one of
the medals which had been presented to the winning team in 1916, when the
centenary of the foundation of Thurles C.B.S was being celebrated. One event
organised for that historic occasion was an under fourteen hurling tournament. The
medal was of solid silver, hallmarked and stamped and suitably inscribed. The fact
that it was a hurling tournament, along with the quality and the value of the medal
tells its own story. Hurling has been the main sport in Thurles C.B.S. throughout the
19th century. Very little has changed in the succeeding century. That exclusive and
total commitment to our national games remained as one of the hall marks of
Thurles C.B.S.
The 1930s and the 1950s were the decades of glory as far as the Harty Cup is

O

Thurles CBS – Dean Ryan Cup team 1928. Back row (l.-r.): Willie Maher (Moycarkey), Tim Harney
(Thurles), Paddy Kennedy (Thurles), Gerald Heavey (Thurles), Joe Tynan (Thurles), Christy Moynihan
(Thurles). Middle row (l.-r.): John Leahy (Thurles), Rody Curran (Thurles), Paddy O’Dwyer (Thurles),
Dennis Mullaney (Thurles), Tom O’Keeffe (Moycarkey), John Lanigan (Thurles), John Burns (Thurles).
Front row (l.-r.): Jack Russell (Thurles), Jim Maher (Thurles), Mick Russell (Thurles), Rev. J.J.
Meagher, Tommy Semple (Thurles), Larry Burke (Thurles), Paul Walsh (Thurles). Sitting at front: Paddy
Burns (Thurles), Johnny Semple (Thurles).
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concerned. Other competitions were played and won, but nothing else carries the
same status of winning the Harty. It is one that really matters. Brother Medard
Doody, a Limerick man from Newcastlewest was training the team in the 1950s. His
name has lived on in the folklore and in the memories of those who were taught by
him and hurled on his teams. I remember Pat Stakelum of Holycross-Ballycahill,
now gone to his reward, saying to me “We would have died for Br. Doody”,
unfortunately it was Br. Doody himself who died prematurely in December of 1955
from a brain haemorrhage. His loss was felt greatly by all, both in the classroom and
on the playing fields. He was accorded one of the biggest funerals seen in Thurles
and the photographs in the ’Star bear this out. His death left a void, but Br. Leahy
took over the team which went on to win the coveted Harty Cup in the spring of
1956. Jimmy Doyle, who passed away so recently, remarked once to Br. Donovan that
the ’56 team had won that cup for Br. Doody and for him alone. Many of the players
of those teams later went to achieve hero and legendary status with Tipperary senior
teams. The names of Tony Wall, Pat Stakelum, Jimmy Doyle and his brother Paddy –
the list is endless.
The sixties were barren years by comparison to the glorious achievements of
thirties and the fifties, when Harty had been brought home six times. The rise of
Sexton Street C.B.S in Limerick contributed to this downturn in fortunes of Thurles.
On several occasions in Harty finals only a puck of a ball separated them. A feature
of those years was the hiring of a train to bring the boys to the games. The primary
school boys were collecting waste paper to raise funds for their school. This was a
scheme designed and run by Br. Rodgers. Free train tickets to the Harty games was
the incentive offered. Excitement was at fever pitch, as hundreds of school boys
marched to the station bedecked with their colours, to catch the train for those
games. Health and safety standards of the time were rigidly adhered to! Br. Hugh
Devanney was trainer in the late sixties, but success did not crown his efforts… A
disturbing gap was beginning to grow. In the seventies Br.Declan Power, Mr Dick
Shanahan and Br. Kinsella continued the struggle. Then the clouds seemed to part
a little and hope grew .In the mid-seventies Br. Jim Donovan trained a successful
White Cup campaign. The Doyle’s of Holycross, Michael and Johnny featured on
those teams. Connie Maher of Thurles father of the present Tipperary player Denis
was at full back, and his brother Paddy, father of Padraig Maher was at centre back.
Willie Purcell, who later played with Kilkenny, was with them. Harty success
seemed around the corner. It was yet another false dawn.
It needs to be stressed that the training of teams depends on the genuine support
of principals first, and then the whole school staff. Classes are disrupted for training
sessions and practice games. Pupils are missing vital lessons that have to be made
up later. Good will all around is the oil that keeps things running smoothly. This was
always the case in Thurles CBS. Br. Hutton was superior from 1962 to 1968, followed
by Br. Guilfoyle, Br. Beere and Br. Paddy Dalton, a giant of man in every way, Br. Rory
Geoghan and Br Seán Ó Dugáin, a brilliant Clare man. All of those men took a very
active interest in the progress of the teams and saw to it those hurlers who stayed
late for after-school training was brought home by minibus. While emphasis was
placed on the Harty, the competitions, Rice Cup, White Cup and Dean Ryan were
earnestly contested and won occasionally. The training of these teams took up equal
time and the effort by Brothers and teachers alike, and success in these
competitions was greeted with pride and promised hope.
Br. Joe Perkins arrived from Templemore to teach in Thurles C.B.S. The mantle of
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trainer fell on him and even though he trained
a successful Tipperary minor team on which
Paddy Maher was full-back, success eluded
him at school level. He gave himself too much
to do, training all school teams himself and
fulfilling county commitments as well. His love
of the G.A.A did not end there. He assumed
another role outside of training, which was
writing the articles known as “Tales of the
Gaels” in the Tipperary Star newspaper. In his
column, he covered all games in the county,
enriched parish success with his poetry, and
attended all G.A.A activities. When he passed
away he left behind a very large body of
literature dedicated to hurling.
Then in 1978 a new juvenile club, Dúrlas Óg,
was founded by Br Connie Higgins, Br Johnny Munster Council Chairman Seán
Lombard, Mick Carroll, Phil O’Meara, Jimmy Fogarty with his son Jack after Thurles
Coppinger and others. Br Lombard was elected CBS won the Fitzgerald Cup in 2006.
first president. The new club had no pitch or clubhouse so Scoil Ailbhe was the
centre of all activities and the school pitch was their home ground for now. Br
Micheal Keane replaced Br Lombard two years later, both as school Principal and
President of Dúrlas Óg. The new club blossomed into one of the finest juvenile clubs
in the country. Scoil Ailbhe, the C.B.S. primary school, was heading for its best ever
period of success in the inter-school competitions. Br Daithí Fitzgerald took up a
teaching post in Scoil Ailbhe in 1980. His tireless work and that of the Christian
Brothers ensured a constant supply of fine, young hurlers to the secondary school,
raising hopes of impending Harty success and a county senior title for Sarsfields.
Both were badly needed. Both did come, but not as soon as expected.
The arrival of Br Michael O’Donoghue as principal of the secondary school in 1990
brought fresh impetus to games in the secondary school. He immediately set about
improvements to the railway field and the building of dressing rooms. Increasing
numbers in the school led to a larger intake of students and an influx of new young,
teachers. The schools quest for Harty Cup honours continued. A final appearance in
1988 offered hope. Dean Ryan, Croke Cup and Fitzgerald Cup victories in 1991
foretold another group of hurlers of exceptional ability. But despite the experience
gained in the final of 1988, the campaigns in ’92, ’93 and ’94 all ended in losses –
1993 being particularly heart-breaking. White Cup victories in 1996 and 1997
promised new shoots but defeat was again the lot in the Harty Cup in 1999 and 2000.
One millennium ended and a new century came in. The times were changing in
Thurles too. In Scoil Ailbhe, Flan Quigney replaced Br Frank Walsh in 1997. Br
O’Donoghue retired in 2001 and the first lay principal of the secondary school was
Martin Quirke. Br P.J. McMahon and Br John Hearne, both of whom had toiled for
many teams in training teams, retired. That left Br Daithí Fitzgerald as the last
remaining Christian Brother in the C.B.S. schools in Thurles. His retirement in 2005
marked the end of an era.
The gap to the last Harty success had stretched, but a new day was ready to dawn.
The signs were already there. God’s blessing on the Brothers and teachers who had
kept the flame of hope alive.
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Primary Games P
SCHOOL

NAME

NAME

Ballagh N.S.

Conor Kennedy

Tomás Taylor

Ballinure N.S,

Cian Johnson-Croke

Laurence Walsh

Ballycahill N.S.

Rory Fleming

Jim Ryan

Ballysloe N.S.

Darragh Maher

Shane Phelan

Ballytarsna N.S.

Cormac Casey

Daniel Quaid

Barnane N.S.

Jack Ryan

Cathal McAllister

Boherlahan N.S.

Ned Ryan

Jake Canny

Castleiney N.S.

Patrick Collier

Pádraig Treacy

Clonmore N.S.

Eoin Leahy

Tommy Martin

Gael Scoil Bhride

Darragh Stakelum

Tristan Loughman-Twomey

Gaile N.S.

Liam Doyle

James O’Dwyer

Glengoole N.S.

Jason Sinnott

Curtis D’Arcy

Gortnahoe N.S.

Patrick Campion

Stephen Breen

Hollyford N.S.

Philip Treacy

Billy Spillane

Inch N.S.

Maidhc Fitzpatrick

Colin Callanan

Johnstown N.S.

John Doheny

Alex Lawler

Kilcommon N.S,

Bryan Egan

Tadhg McCormack

Knockavilla N.S

Dylan O’Grady

Cormac Carr

Leugh N.S.

Conor Ruddy

Daniel Ruddy

Lissenhall NS

Eoin Ryan

Luke O’Brien

Littleton N.S.

Daniel Donnelly

Craig Doran-Percy

Loughmore N.S.

Darragh Kelly

Joey Quinn

Moyglass N.S.

James McCormack

Charlie Cummins

Moyne N.S

Evan Leahy

Gavin Ryan
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Panel of Players
SCHOOL

NAME

NAME

Pouldine N.S.

Joey Ryan

Tristan McCormack-Ryan

Rahealty N.S.

Fiachra O’Gorman

Ryan Egan

Rosegreen N.S,

Sean Downey

Colin Geraghty

Rossmore N.S.

Jack Kennedy

Jamie Davern

Sacred Heart Primary
School, Roscrea

Liam O’Reilly

Scoil Ailbhe N.S.

Jack O’Mara

Cormac Quirke

Scoil Chronain
Naofa, Dromakeenan

Sean Delaney

Jamie Ryan

Scoil Iosef Naofa,
Corville

Shane Feehan

Devlin Loughnane

Scoil Naomh Cualan,
Borrisoleigh

Colm Boyle

Daniel Ryan

St Michael’s N.S.
Holycross

Joe Caesar

Tadhg Gould

St. Colmcille’s,
Templemore

Luke Ormond

Ciarán McCormack

St. John’s N.S,
Roscrea

Lee Doran

Aaron Delahunty

St. Joseph’s Primary
School, Moneygall

James Carroll

Sean Kenneally

St. Mary’s Central N.S,
Killenaule

Seamie Healy

Daniel Bourke

Templetuohy N.S

Éanna Guilfoyle

Jimmy Gleeson

Two-Mile-Borris N.S.

Cillian McDonagh

John Lanigan

Upperchurch N.S.

Sean Ryan

Padraig Ryan

Urlingford N.S.

Kieran Cleere

Josh Coady
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MICHAEL DOYLE
(Holycross-Ballycahill)
ATTENDED CBS as a student in the period 1972 to
1976 inclusive. My years in the school coincided
with a lean period in its hurling history. At that time the likes of
St Flannan’s, with a huge panel of players, dominated the schools scene and we
struggled to compete against the much stronger outfits.

I

Thurles enjoyed huge success in the Dean Ryan competition in the late 1940s
and early 1950s, but the scene had very much changed by the time I and players
of my generation, started to play in Harty Cup, Dean Ryan and other
competitions. Yet, I and my brother Johnny have fond memories of having played
with Thurles CBS in the company of many great school pals and team mates.
I will forever remain grateful to the Christian Brothers and teaching staff for
their help and guidance, especially the late Brother Power. He was an
outstanding man whose expertise and advice was a great help to us as young
hurlers. The experience I gained from my days playing with the CBS provided a
great grounding for me as I prepared to play my first All-Ireland final – with Tipp
minors in 1976 – a game we were thrilled to win.
As a past pupil of CBS I was delighted to see the school make the Harty Cup
breakthrough in 2009 and that my son Michael was on the team. It was the
school’s first Harty Cup title win since 1956 and, of course the team went on to
capture the All-Ireland (Colleges Senior A) final in glorious style in the same
year. It was great to see the CBS add another Harty title to its collection in 2015.
Hurling is strong now in the school thanks to the great work of so many people.
Long may it continue.

Go maire an dea-obair i bhfad
from

HOLYCROSS-BALLYCAHILL
GAA Club
52

Thurles C.B.S. Bicentennial 1816-2016

Those were the days . . .

JOE FOYLE
(Thurles Sarsfields)
T HAPPENED during the last game I played for the
school shortly before doing the Leaving Cert exam.
It was the 1952 Dean Ryan Final in which we beat Dungarvan. I played at
centre-half-forward for the first time.

I

A few of us had got Dean Ryan and Harty medals in 1951. St. Flannan’s beat
us easily in the Harty. I played at mid-field, which was also unusual for me. In
previous years for various competitions I had played mainly at corner back. I was
a blocky young fellow. My usefulness lay in my readiness to clatter into nippy
forwards to dispossess them and ground-hurl to drive balls out short distances.
I neither got injuries nor injured others in those pre-helmet days. My doings with
horses and cattle had told me that we only get hurt when we don’t go in close.
For a reason unknown to me, in 1951-52 Br. Doody moved me out to midfield
to do the clattering in the open spaces. To focus more on a university scholarship,
Ogra, Muintir, Legion, debates and other things I wanted to withdraw from
hurling after the Flannan’s match. But Doody persuaded me to train for the Dean
Ryan. I particularly enjoyed rampaging around the midfield against Nenagh and
flattening younger fellows. For a reason also unknown to me, Br. Doody put me at
centre-half-forward against Dungarvan. I wasn’t nippy enough to score. I spent
most of the match clattering into the centre-half-back.
Years later I became aware of how the wily Br. Doody used me. At centre-halfback for Dungarvan was Austin Flynn who later became a stalwart on Waterford
senior county teams. I realise now that the stylish Flynn did more than drive
balls out long distances. He turned defence into attack by placing balls between
the opposing back lines for his forwards to score. The way to beat him was for
his marker to turn attack into defence. I crashed into him whenever he looked
like getting or got a ball, stopped balls from reaching opposing forwards, and
drove balls short distances for our nippy forwards to do the rest. Well, most of
the time I did that.
Br. Doody didn’t insruct me to play that way. He just knew that that was how
I was programmed to play. I won the match for the school. I starred. But I didn’t
know that. Neither did the ‘Star’ match reporter nor anyone else!
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View from America
By: CATHERINE CAHILL

CATHERINE CAHILL IS A DIRECT RELATIVE OF BROTHER T.B. CAHILL ONE OF TWO
THURLES CBS. SHE LIVED IN URLINGFORD, HER BROTHER ATTENDED
THURLES CBS BEFORE EMIGRATING AS A YOUNG MAN. HER DAD WON A MINOR
HURLING ALL-IRELAND IN 1935. THEY ARE ORIGINALLY FROM BAUNTA IN CALLAN.

FOUNDERS OF

ONGRATULATIONS to the
Christian Brothers School on
their bicentennial! On behalf of
the Cahill family, I am honoured to
write a few words of praise and
thanks to all the Christian Brothers
and pupils, past and present. All the
best for a great match – and true
hurling spirit to each player!
As my ancestor, Thomas Baptist
Cahill, a Callan native and our third
grand uncle, stood on Pudding Lane
contemplating his school, one
wonders if he ever would have
considered that 200 years later, that
the school would have developed so
many young boys into fine young men
or attracted so many to teach those
boys. Surely, joining his school with
Brother Rice, another Callan man,
certainly assured the growth of all
Christian Brothers Schools in Ireland
and abroad.
Our brother, Sean (John Mortimer)
attended the CBS for a short time
before our family emigrated to
America. As I was but 12 years old at
the time, my memories of Sean’s time
at the CBS are very limited. I do
know that my parents were so very
happy and proud to have their son
attending the school founded by their
great and holy relative Brother
Thomas Baptist Cahill. They were
also well aware of the educational
benefits that would be achieved
at this fine school.

C
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My memory does not
produce any recollection of
Sean being on the hurling
team during his short
tenure at the CBS but
coming from a strong
Callan hurling family, he
was certainly aware of the
fierce
rivalry
between
Kilkenny and Tipperary.
Had he been at the CBS
longer, he very well may
have been an enthusiastic
CBS hurler. When we
emigrated to the U.S., he
did play for the New York
team with our father, uncle Cahill siblings – Back row: Patricia, Joseph, Catherine.
and cousin, who all hurled Front row: Anastatia, Patrick, Rita.
for Kilkenny while living in Ireland. Sadly, those days of hurling in New York
were short-lived for Sean, as he died in a drowning accident just two years after
we emigrated.
Hurling has been an intricate part of our family from T.B. Cahill, namesake of
Brother Thomas, who played with The Kickhams GAA Club in Dublin, he also
played with his brother John (better known as Jack, and grandfather of the
‘Baunta’ Cahill’s) in the Leinster final in early 1900’s against the Dublin
Geraldines. In later years he helped manage teams. My dad, Jackie (Axel)
Cahill, “one of the great stick men” together with his brother Tom (another
namesake of brother Thomas Baptist) both played for John Lockes. Jackie was
a minor All-Ireland medalist with Kilkenny in 1935. He also played for Tullaroan
in 1947, 1948 and in 1949. The 1949 team were the county senior finalists.
Hurling for New York in 1950 were three Cahill’s – my dad, Jackie, his brother,
Jim (Kev) Cahill and Jim’s son my first cousin, Jimmy Cahill. There is still talk
of a match they won to shouts of Cahill to Cahill to Cahill SCORE. Actually, my
dad “Axel” scored the final goal that day to win against Tipperary in the
American All-Ireland in 1950.
Now, we are all very well aware of the rivalry between the Cats and Tipp, and
I was sorry to hear that the CBS lost the Croke Cup this past April. However,
with the strength and hurling tradition in Thurles CBS, hurling will endure and
the clash of the ash will be heard at many more matches across Munster and
Leinster. Again, congratulations on your bicentenary, may God continue to bless
‘Scoil na mBráithre Críostaí, Dúrlas agus ‘Go mbeirimíd beo ar an am seo arís.’
My sisters, Patricia, Rita, Anastatia and I all attended the Ursuline Convent,
myself from the third class until the family emigrated early in my secondary
education. Living in Urlingford, Kilkenny and attending school in Tipperary was
and still is daunting. However, none of us would trade our time in Thurles for the
world, absolutely loved attending the Ursuline.
Catherine Cahill and all the Cahill family U.S.A.
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BILLY QUINN
(Rahealty)
N SPEAKING to Billy Quinn he recalls fondly
memories of his days supporting and hurling for
Thurles CBS. Billy, father of former Ireland soccer hero Niall Quinn, recalls two
incidents that happened against the same opposition in successive years and it
shows how sports can sometimes balance out errors and bad calls in its own
mysterious way.
The first incident happened when Billy was a student on the bank supporting
the Thurles Harty cup team. The opposition on the day was the great
St. Flannan’s College from Ennis. At this time they were very much the bogey
team for Thurles. Many years had passed without a Thurles victory against
Flannan’s. Thurles were leading by two points in the dying seconds when the
linesman, a student from St. Flannan’s, gave a controversial decision in favour of
his own school. The resulting sideline ball was dropped into the Thurles square
and dispatched into the net, condemning Thurles to another bitter defeat to
their rivals.
The following year a young Billy lined out in goals for Thurles as they came up
against the same opposition in Nenagh. It was a fast affair and both teams were
giving it all they had. Thurles won a 21 yard free and in the arguing and rushing
the referee placed the ball on the 14 yard line. Before anyone noticed, Larry
McDonagh drove the ball to the net. Thurles eventually broke their bogey and
won the game well. Thurles captained by Fr. Tom Butler from Moyne went on to
lift the Harty Cup. The year was 1950.

O

Go raibh rath ar bhur saothar
from

MOYNE-TEMPLETUOHY
GAA Club
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1956

– Harty Cup Winners

Back row (l.-r.): F. Holohan, P. Loughnane, J. Mulooley, S. Ryan (Coldfields), M. Craddock,
M. Maher, S. Warren, S. Ryan (Drombane), M. Stapleton, S. Ryan (Carhue), B. Maher, M.
Lonergan. Seated: A. Wall, L. McDonnell, W. Canty, J. Doyle, T. Gleeson (Capt.), Stan Ryan
(Clonoulty), P. Butler, P. McGree, L. Foyle.

A ‘do or die’ Thurles CBS team
wins Harty Cup
THURLES CBS 2-5

NORTH MONASTERY (CORK) 2-3

UNDAY WAS a glorious day in the annals of Thurles C.B.S hurling. After a
time lapse of five years the Dr. Harty Cup was brought home to the
Cathedral town. A great young Thurles team dethroned North Monastery
C.B.S (holders) before an attendance of over 5,000 at Limerick in one of the most
tense, exciting and dramatic finals ever witnessed.
Thurles C.B.S supporters will always cherish the memory of the wonderful
display given by their team in the second half, which mounted to a thrilling
climax as the holders fought to the last drain of their spirit and energy for the
goal what would have given them victory. But the Thurles backs held on
doggedly to their two points lead, drove back the Cork attacks time and again
and emerged from this struggle with such credit that they must rank as one of
the best teams ever to have represent the school.
Not many in that excited throng of spectators gave Thurles C.B.S a chance of
victory at half-time. Enjoying the advantage of the breeze in the first half, they had
held to level pegging at the interval. It seemed they had lost their chance and the
Cork followers were happy. But they had not reckoned that with the superb
fighting qualities and the unmatched determination of this Thurles C.B.S side.
The pitch was heavy after overnight rain that continued right up to the start of

S
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the game. It was a dull grey afternoon with overcast skies holding a threat of
more rain as the teams paraded behind the North Monastery band and the
Moycarkey pipers` band. The rain did not stop the supporters of both teams from
flocking to Limerick-over 700 travelled by rail from Thurles-nor for a moment
damp their ardour. The rattles swirled, the bugles blew and the rival colours
fluttered in the breeze as the teams swung into the centre of the field. Yes, the
Dr Harty Cup has a glamour all of its own and no competition arouses such
enthusiasm and rivalry.
Doyle, who proved himself a match winner for his side by scoring two vital
closing points. His first minute goal direct from a twenty one yard free with a low
shot that caught the North Mon backs and goalie napping, was a great tonic to
the Thurles boys and a blow to the opposition from which they found it hard to
recover. Though very closely all through Doyle managed to outwit the North Mon
backs at that period of the game when the issue was very much in the balance.
He is so accurate that he only needs half an opening.
Stanley Ryan in the left corner showed a high degree of skill, working openings
cleverly and placing the ball well when he had beaten his opponent. He was one
of the finds of the game. Frank Houlihan hurled well at centre forward against
the stylish Sean Riordan and though his lip was split in the second half he
showed great courage in playing on till the end. Mick Craddock also battled it
out to the final whistle after receiving a painful, though quite accidental, stroke
on the side of the face. Such was the spirit shown by these Thurles boys.
Praise too, for Pat McGee who scored the second goal, Michael Maher and
Patsy Butler, who did very well when he came on as a sub. Yes, though some may
have shone more than others as individuals it was first and foremost a team
effort and when the details of the game are forgotten, we still remember the
spirit and unfailing courage of these Thurles players. It will go down in Harty
Cup history as one of the greatest victories ever recorded by a Thurles team.
It was the youngest Harty Cup team ever to have represented the school.
Twelve of the twenty are young enough to play on the Dean Ryan Cup team.
The Superior congratulated the team on their great win. It was not alone a
victory but a tremendous victory. There was no fluke about it. Anybody who had
seen the game would say that the better team won. And their victory was
enhanced by the fact that they had beaten the famous North Mon.
The one thing that carried the Thurles players through was their grim
determination not to be beaten. They appreciated very much, said Bro. Wilson,
the wonderful support accorded the team by the people of Thurles C.B.S
supporters will always cherish the memory of the wonderful display given by
their team in the second half, which has mounted to a thrilling climax as the
holders fought to the last drain of their spirit and energy for the goal that would
have given them victory. But the Thurles backs held on doggedly to their two
point lead, drove back the Cork attacks time and again and emerged from this
struggle with such credit that they must rank as the best team that ever
represented the school.
Now we saw Thurles CBS as we had seen them against Limerick CBS and De
La Salle at their very best. They went ahead by a point – North Mon levelled –
Thurles again went ahead after the best movement of the game, the Mon got on
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Thurles CBS – Harty Cup Champions 1956 being received by His Grace Dr Kinane,
Archbishoip of Cashel & Emly at the Archbishop’s Palace, Thurles. Back row (l.-r.): P.
Loughnane, M. Carddock, F. Houlihan, A. Wall, S. Ryan, P. Butler, J. Doyle, S. Ryan, L.
Foyle, S. Warren, W. Canty, M. Stapleton, M. Loneran, L. McDonnell, P. McGree, M. Maher,
S. Ryan. Front row (l.-r.): Very Rev. Dr Lee (Adm. Thurles), Tommy Gleeson (Capt.), Most
Rev. Dr Kinane, Br Wilson (Superior Thurles CBS), Br Leahy (Trainer). Missing from photo:
S. Ryan, J. Mulooly, B. Maher).

equal terms. Now the excitement was feverish and the hurling matched the
occasion. Less than twelve minutes remaining and Stanley Ryan beating his
opponent cleverly raced through on the left and the crowd cheered widly. But the
first time shot was inches wide. Ten minutes remained. Could Thurles hang on?
The ball was dropping on the goalmouth, backs and forwards clashed fiercely
and then a sharp blast of the refs whistle. You could have heard a pin drop. But
there was no free only throw in. Thurles swept aside the North Mon rally in the
hectic closing minutes, stormed through another point and were unlucky not to
notch a few scores. Never was victory more deserved by any team.
Mickie Lonergan (Moycarky Borris) who came on at full back for Sean Ryan,
injured during training last week was one of the heroes of the back line and he
effected a few great clearences while also providing excellent covering for the
goalie, Liam Canty, who strangely enough was not often tested so well did the
backs in front of him perform, Benny Maher son of the former Sarsfields and
Tipperary hurler “whitehead” Maher, played very soundly at right full back,
while Sean Ryan (Cashel) in the opposite corner also distinguished himself.
Thurles CBS has won now won the Dr Harty Cup six times – 1933, ’39, ’40, ’50,
’51 and ’56. North monastery were seeking their thirteenth win on Sunday.
Unluky thirteen?
Scorers for Thurles were: J. Doyle (1-3), P. McGee (1-1) P. Butler (0.1).
Thurles CBS – L. Canty (Sarsfields), B. Maher (Moycarkey Borris), Sean Ryan
(Carhue), M. Craddock (Sarsfields), T. Gleeson (Glengoole) (Capt.), J. Muloody
(Knockavilla), P. Loughnane (Borrisoleigh), S. Warren (Do), Jimmy Doyle
(Sarsfields), F. Houlihan (Johnstown), P. McGee (Lisdowney), P. Butler
(Sarsfields), M. Maher (Do), Stanly Ryan (Clonoulty)
Referee: Mr.M.Pollard (Waterford).
Great scenes of enthusiasm were witnessed when the referee sounded the final
whistle. The Thurles supporters let go all their pent up feelings after the tense
exciting finish and swarmed onto the pitch to the chair the victors from the field
of fray.
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Presenting the cup to Tom Gleeson,
captain of the Thurles team Rev. M. Canon
Hamilton, P.P Nenagh vice-chairman of the
Munster Council, paid tribute to both sides
on the grand display of hurling they had
served up and on the grand sporting spirit in
which the final had been played. Tom
Gleeson returned thanks on behalf of the
team and called for three cheers for the
losers.
On the arrival at the Thurles railway
station on Sunday night, the victorious team
was given a rousing reception by a large
crowd. The Moycarkey Pipe Band led the
team and their followers in a victory parade
from the station through the town.
On the Monday morning over 600
schoolboys met the players at the school
gates. The captain Tom Gleeson, bearing the
cup and flanked by the two flag bearers led
Jimmy Doyle with the Harty Cup won the team through an avenue of cheering
by Thurles CBS in 1956.
schoolboys. The superior Rev. Bro. J. Wilson
with Rev. C. Lee, D.D, Adm. and the brothers and lay teachers were awaiting
them at the school entrance, where Tom Gleeson handed over the coveted trophy
to the superior, admidst scenes of great enthusiasm.
Dr. Lee joined in congratulating the team on an magnificent victory and praised
them on the great determination they had shown, particularly in the second half.
He hoped that this would not be the only honour the players would earn but that
they would go on to don the colours of Tipperary and even Kilkenny too, and win
great honours. In conclusion Dr. Lee paid a special tribute to the trainer of the
team, Bro. Leahy, for his part in such glorious victory.
Bro. Leahy, having thanked Dr. Lee, also joined in congratulating the team.
Immediately after their first match they lost the best trainer that any team could
have – Rev. Bro Doody. He might have trained the team for the final, but he felt
that it was the training the playersgot before the memorable match with
Limerick from Bro.Doody that made them fight with such grim determination in
the second half so well to the North Mon. attacks. He was delighted then that
they had brought home the cup to Thurles. The players had now had the
distinction of having won a Dr. Harty Cup medal – a medal coveted by many AllIreland hurlers and for which famous men like Tommy Doyle and Christy Ring
had stated that they would gladly give five All-Ireland medals. He hoped that it
would be the first step of the ladder to success and that in the not too distant
future some of these boys would be helping to bring home the All-Ireland senior
trophy home to Tipperary.
In conclusion, Bro Leahy paid tribute to the team for the manner in which they
had co-operated with him during training. They had given him wholehearted
support. He also thanked Jerry Doyle for the help he had given them in training.
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DAVID FOGARTY
(Moycarkey-Borris)
NFORTUNATELY my Harty Cup exploits both on and
off the field proved to be short term affairs.
Throughout my period in Thurles CBS I attended three Harty matches as a
supporter, recalling the excitement as we all packed onto the buses to travel to the
games.
On the playing front I played from 1979 to 1981. For my first year as a player the
management team, adopted a policy of keeping players calm before matches in order
to maximise effectiveness on the field of play. In our match against the famous North
Mon from Cork we entered the dressing room at half time only two points down and
well in the game. We were told to keep calm and concentrate and quietly reflect on our
situation. During our contemplation we became aware of some noise next door or
should I say the opposite approach from our opponent’s management team. This was
pre Celtic Tiger times. The walls were thinner in those days. On hearing this our
management changed tact and decided that the gloves were off and subjected us to a
similar ear bashing. An interval of two halves you might say. Calmness under pressure
was replaced by edginess and total annihilation ensued in the second half. Hammered,
game over, and finished for another year.
The following year, under new management, we decided to leave nothing to chance.
The day of the first round was a bitterly cold day. Our opponents would be another
famed Cork team, St Coleman’s CBS of Fermoy. My abiding memory from the day is of
the late A.J. Callanan. In an effort to warm us up he provided us with a homemade
liquid concoction not generally available to lads under the age of 18!! The idea was to
rub the mixture into our muscles to provide that required extra heat. In a jovial way I
suggested that if we were to sip the mixture it may have a more immediate effect (as
my grandmother used to say) to increase the heart beat and bring ‘a calming glow to
the rest of the body’. A.J. decided he would be first to sample and as he did the bus
shuddered to a sudden halt, spilling the mixture down his chest. There was a collective
outburst of laughter from all bar A.J. himself. There was a loud roar from the front of
the bus. Br Kinsella was not amused. The experiment was over. Our on field exertions
fared little better. We were beaten again.
In my final year there was a much more serious approach to things. We were once
again drawn against North Monastery who were raging hot favourites to claim the
crown. For once in my Harty Cup career we fronted up and performed to our maximum
but ultimately were unlucky to fall short by only two points to a side which would go on
to sail through the rest of the competition and claim an expected title.
Overall a disappointing Harty Cup experience – three as a supporter, three as a player
and six losses.

U
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STAN RYAN
(Clonoulty-Rossmore)
Y MEMORIES of my school days are all made up
of training and preparation for Harty Cup days
out. I never had any interest in schoolbooks or studying when I was
young. I returned to the CBS in Thurles for 5th year in 1956 after spending two
years in school in Dublin and continued on through to 6th year.

M

I used to cycle the nine miles from Clonoulty to Thurles and back again every
day during my time in the school, hail rain or snow. It was tough in the winter,
in the dark, especially if there was strong wind or a driving rain and even more
tough on the days when we had hurling training after school and I had to cycle
home later than normal.
There were a few men from Toem in Co Limerick who would take sympathy on
me on a wet morning and they would stop and pick me up and put my bike in the
boot of the car. I really appreciated their kindness towards me and still
remember it to this day.
From my earlier years all I ever wanted to do was to play hurling for the Harty
Cup team in the CBS. When I returned to the school, I was delighted to get the
opportunity to represent the school on the Harty Cup team. This was naturally
the next step for me after playing hurling for my local club Clonoulty/Rossmore.
The manager of the team back then was Brother Leahy. I remember fondly days
spent travelling to matches together both on buses and trains hired out for the
day and the camaraderie we felt being part of this group of players was very
special.
Going to a match back then generally meant being out of school for the whole
day which we loved. The day we won the Harty Cup Final was a very special day
for us all as a group of players and for the school as a whole.

Go maire an dea-obair i bhfad
from

CLONOULTY-ROSSMORE
GAA Club
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GER FLANAGAN
(Boherlahan-Dualla)
HE Harty Cup to me is an amazing competition.
You get a chance to take on the best hurlers in
Munster under 18½ and if successful the best Ireland has to offer.
I changed secondary schools in order to try win one with some great friends
and Thurles C.B.S. The teams I played on with Thurles were lucky to have top
class mentors in Peter O’Shea and Tom Clarke. I think that is the key to success
in the competition – good coaches with drive and focus who have a plan and that
in turn helps build confidence within the group.
Unfortunately we came up short in the two years I played with Thurles Harty
teams but the memories remain strong as do the friendships carved on the
training ground and playing pitches. The excitement amongst the players, fellow
pupils and teaching staff in the build up to matches was incredible. The support
on match days was unforgettable.
Thurles C.B.S. truly was and is a great school to develop your hurling and life
skills as you pit yourself against the other post primary hurling strongholds of
Munster.
I wish continued success to a superb hurling nursery, one which I believe to be
of utmost importance in forging future Tipperary stars. It must be acknowledged
also the amazing work the teaching staff are putting into hurling and it’s good to
see former county players amongst them passing on their knowledge to the
current pupils.

T

Best wishes to Thurles CBS
from

UPPERCHURCH-DROMBANE
GAA Club
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JOHN HICKEY
(Emeralds)

I

STARTED in Thurles CBS in 1965, one of the many
students coming over the border from Kilkenny.

That year Thurles got to the Harty Cup final for the first time in 10 years
meeting CBS Sexton Street, Limerick. The game was played in Buttevant and the
Limerick side were favourites to win. Thurles were in a good position at halftime, being ahead by a couple of points. In the second half Limerick, led by
Eamonn Grimes, scored two quick goals and never looked back. There was one
Kilkenny man on the Thurles team: Paddy Phelan from Galmoy.
I was no good at hurling. On one occasion going to hurling training in the
Railway Field my friend Dennis O’Driscoll and myself went into the adjoining
Courthouse instead to watch a case. We would never have been found out except
that training was cancelled due to torrential rain. When they came back to
school we were missed and punished next day for mitching. Dennis wasn’t a
great hurler either but he did go on to be an internationally acclaimed poet.
Sadly Dennis died in 2012
Because our bus transport was a normal scheduled service we had to wait for
about an hour after school before going home. This gave us time to become
acquainted with the girls in Presentation and Ursuline schools with a sometimes
walk down the Watery Mall or Lover’s Lane.
Another time, waiting for the bus I was messing with some other lads and fell
against the window of Mr Collings’s drapery shop in Cathedral Street and broke
it. He was kind enough to let me off with a contribution to the repair.
Discipline in those days was strict with the “leather” as a frequent
punishment but my recollection is that it was tough but fair and I owe a lot to
CBS Thurles.

Go maire an dea-obair i bhfad
from

THURLES GAELS
GAA Club
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2015

– Harty Cup Winners

Front row (l.-r.): Ayrton Ryan-Casey, Christopher McCullough, Michael Connors, Jack Skehan,
Eric Fanning, Mr Tiernan O’Donnell (Principal), Ronan Teehan (Captain), Jack Butler,
Killian O’Dwyer, Michael Purcell, Stephen Flanagan, Patrick Bowden. Second row (l.-r.): Mr
Martin Maher, Eoin Barry, Kieran Cummins, Thomas Hayes, James McCormack, Dillion
Quirke, William Tierney, Cathal Moloney, David Egan, Niall Heffernan, Ronan Gleeson, Gary
Healy, Mr Niall Cahill. Third row (l.-r.): Mr John Devane, Faolan Linnane, James Ryan,
Robert Long, Conor Stakelum, Rory Purcell, Kevin Duggan, Jack Bergin, Niall Moloney, Adam
Garrett, Diarmaid Leahy, Jack Stapleton, Liam Lanigan. Fourth row (l.-r.): Ronan Heffernan,
Michéal Troy, Martán Fennelly, Matthew Stakelum, William McCarthy, Jack Derby, Thomas
Stakelum, Brendan Kelly, Paul Kennedy, Enda Heffernan, William Darcy.

Thrilling Thurles CBS
Harty Cup victory
THURLES CBS 2-12

ROCHESTOWN (CORK) 1-12

HURLES CBS claimed their 8th Dr Harty Cup. Munster senior hurling
college’s title at Mallow on Saturday Afternoon last after a thrilling, hard
hitting and down-to-the-wire decider went their way in the closing stages.
This was a true test of character of the Thurles lads and they came up trumps
when it mattered as they recovered from a dismal third quarter to face the train
for The Premier County and board it with the prestigious, and much sought after
silverware, in their possession.
Rochestown College fired everything they had at the champions in the
concluding stages, but they met with a resolute defence which conceded no score
in the final ten minutes, while at the other end of the field, Thurles created 4
points from play to seal the deal.
Wow, what an atmosphere in Mallow and what support for the Thurles Lads.

T
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They came from all over Tipperary to cheer them on – mind you there was
representation from each of the four divisions in the squad and while the official
attendance was clocked at just under 2,000, the reality is that there were many
more present to witness a cracking final on what was a great day for the famed
hurling nursery, and for Tipperary.
Rochestown were wind assisted in the first half and for periods they looked as
though they would overrun Thurles who were sluggish in the opening quarter.
Points from Sean Powter and Shane Kingston had them off to a flier, but Niall
Heffernan – unerring from placed balls all day long for Thurles – and Paul
Kennedy had scores to level things up. Ciaran Cormack pointed too for
Rochestown and he bagged a fine goal in the 10th minute when he caught a long
delivery, powered his way though and blasted past the helpless Willie Tierney in
the Thurles goal. It was a fine goal and it put daylight between the sides.
Thurles’ gritty nature shone through again and just when it seemed as though
they might be in a bit of bother, they reacted. Niall Heffernan pointed again, but
Shane Kingston cancelled this effort, before Thurles captain Ronan Teehan
struck a beauty off the stick.
Then a key moment, Robbie Long nipped in to rob the defence, passed across
to Niall Heffernan and the Moycarkey-Borris man made no mistake with a fine
goal in the 17th minute – a real shot in the arm and a score which ignited the
Thurles support in Mallow. Shane Kingston and Ciaran Cormack shoved
Rochestown in front again,
Robbie Long flashed over a point after a fine save from Rochestown keeper
Andrew Cullinane denied him a goal in the initial attack. Then, Niall Heffernan
pointed a free, before Long added another having taken a lovely cross-field pass
from the in-form Paul Kennedy.
The decisive score came a minute from half time, when Ronan Teehan found
Billy McCarthy with a pass and the Sars’ man blasted Thurles into a four point
lead – 2-7 to 1-6.
Rain greeted the players as they made their was out for the second half and it
poured for Thurles too as Rochestown fired over four points without reply.
Thurles needed something and they got it from a Niall Heffernan pointed free
in the 15th – a pressure free which he landed with ease. Ciaran Cormack
through was to shove Rochestown in front with two points with ten minutes to
go, but, as in the first half, they were over run in the closing stages.
Billy McCarthy, who finished the game very strongly, levelled in the 24th
minute after taking a pass from Niall Heffernan as he then struck a massive
score two minutes later to restore the Thurles advantage. Kevin Duggan came
good with a beauty as Thurles found ways to bypass the extra man in defence and
then sub Michael Connors snatched the insurance point in the 30th- Rochestown
would now need a goal, to draw level.
The goal they craved might have materialised back in the 18th minute when
Shane Kingston, their danger man, raced down on goal and unloaded, only to see
the excellent Willie Tierney stand up to the challenge and beat the effort away.
Rochestown, thereafter were not able to get a shot on goal and even as they came
with everything in the dying embers of the game, there was to be no surrender
on the part of the Thurles men – their determination perhaps illustrated by Niall
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Heffernan who dragged to the ground out around the 40 and suffer a second
yellow card, rather than allow to progress towards more lethal territory.
The joy which greeted the final whistle had to be witnessed. It was simply one
of those seminal moments which will live long in the memory for those
privileged to have been there, it was very special indeed. Thurles had looked the
challengers in the eye, met their stare and shut the door to their bold and brave
attempt to win a first Harty Cup and sample the kind of euphoria previously
experienced in mid Tipperary on seven Occasions. The Thurles squad joined a
special band of brothers – Harty Cup winners – a prestigious list indeed and
something they will come to appreciate more in time. The victory in 2009
bridged a huge gap going back to 1956, but the final itself was well won by half
time. Last Saturday was different- a Hard fought dog-eat-dog game which went
right down to the whitewash. It was a bodies on the line stuff and when the
manliness was called for, Thurles had it in spades.
Tom Hayes and Chris McCullagh formed a great half back line with the
impressive Jack Skehan; Cathal Moloney and Paul Kennedy worked so hard at
midfield; the full back line of Quirke, Enda Heffernan and Derby were under
pressure but limited their opponents to just 0-2 in the hourIn attack, Billy McCarthy –a doubtful starter with a dodgy ACJoint- came good
when required, while Niall Heffernan was sure and confident from frees and
placed balls. Kevin Duggan, Ronan Teehan, and Robbie Long chipped in with
vital scores as did Michael Connors when he came on, while Jack Butler worked
hard on preventing clearance opportunities for Rochestown. Willie Tierney’s
excellent save was crucial – a game turning moment certainly.
All told, this was a superb squad victory, masterminded by Martin Maher, Niall
Cahill, John Devane and their backup team.
Thurles CBS – W. Tierney (Sarsfields), D. Quirke (Clonoulty-Rossmore), J.
Derby (Sarsfields), T. Hayes (Moycarkey-Borris), J. Skehan (HolycrossBallycahill), C. McCullagh (Moycarkey-Borris), P. Kennedy 0-1 (Drom-Inch), C.
Moloney (Sars), N. Heffernan 1-4 (Moycarkey-Borris), K. Duggan 0-1 (Galmoy),
B. McCarthy 1-2 (Sars), J. Butler (Upperchurch-Drombane), R. Teehan 0-1
(Gortnahoe-Glengoole), R. Long 0-2 (Drom-Inch). Subs: M. Connors 0-1 (DromInch) for J. Butler; R Purcell (Sars) for Moloney.

Best of luck with your Bicentennial match
from

SEAN TREACYS
GAA Club
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Those were the days . . .

JOHNNY EVERARD
(Moyne-Templetuohy)
T WAS Tuesday 7th of December. I was in English class
when Mr. Lloyd knocked on the door looking for me. A
discussion ensued in the corridor about the possibility of conducting an interview with
my grandfather, one of only three surviving men that went to Thurles C.B.S. in the 1930s.
On a cold Thursday evening I took the long trip from Killoran, Moyne to Templetuohy to
pay a visit. My Grandfather has always been known as a sharp witted, intelligent man but
I was to be surprised by the range and details of his memories.
Johnny Everard was born in 1924 and is 91 years of age. He attended Thurles C.B.S.
from 1935-1942. As we started to converse he explained to me that at that time people
went to Thurles C.B.S. for 5th and 6th class. So at the age of eleven, Johnny would get up
every morning at 5.30 and start cycling at 6am to make the 9 o’clock bell. The school day
finished at 3.30 and back to Moyne they would cycle again. They also had school for a half
day on Saturday. In 5th class, Johnny was taught by Willie O’Dwyer. In 6th class he was
taught by Brother Ryan. He spoke of Brother Ryan in glowing terms as a hurling trainer, a
teacher and a man. He said that Brother Ryan was a man before his time. In terms of
hurling, there wasn’t much hurling done in 5th class. In 6th class they entered a hurling
team into the Thurles C.B.S. League where all the year groups would play against each
other. Amazingly they got all the way to the final and won the tournament, defeating the
third years by one goal. Johnny told me that there were five future senior hurlers on that
primary schools team – Sean Kenny, Philip Kenny, Ned Ryan, Michael Cummins and
Johnny Everard.
Then in 1937, Johnny went into 1st year in Thurles C.B.S. Brother Fitzpatrick was
Principal at the time. The subjects Johnny studied were Maths, English, Irish, History,
Geography, Latin and Greek. When Johnny did his Leaving Cert in 1942, he did it with 49
other students. He had great admiration for the Brothers and said that they were all good,
decent men. He also said that Thurles C.B.S. was known at that time for producing great
priests. He puts this down to the great influence of the Brothers.
There was no Rice Cup or Croke Cup in my grandfather’s time so he didn’t start hurling
for Thurles C.B.S. until he was in 3rd year in 1940. Johnny’s first school competition was
the Dean Ryan. They got all the way to the final but were defeated by Limerick C.B.S. That
year Johnny also played his first of three years Harty Cup. In his third and final year in
6th year Johnny captained the side as they got all the way to the final, only to be beaten
by a great North Mon team who had legendary Cork hurler Bernie Murphy. In the same
year Johnny and fellow Thurles C.B.S. hurler John Stakelum were on the 1942 Munster
Colleges hurling team, who defeated Leinster to win the interprovincial Colleges
championship.
My grandfather also went to school during World War 2. He said it had no drastic effect
on their lives, only the fear of being invaded.
For a man of 91 years of age I was amazed at the ease in which my grandfather was able
to recall his fond memories of Thurles C.B.S. On the way home that night in the car, I gave
a thought for those fifth class lads from the country heading into town on bad bikes along
bad country roads at 6am. How times have changed!!

I
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PICK YOUR OWN

Thurles CBS All-Star Team
To help celebrate Thurles CBS bicentennial the Tipperary Star has
joined forces with the famed hurling nursery to facilitate the selection of an
All-Star hurling team. Fill in the coupon below and submit it to the
Tipperary Star, Friary Street, Thurles, as watch as the team evolves as the
weeks develop. The choice is yours whether it be Tony Wall, Padraic Maher,
Declan Carr, Aidan Fogarty, Pat Henderson or Mickey Byrne, as long as
they are past pupils of the school.
GOALKEEPER
________________________

FULL-BACK LINE
________________________

________________________

________________________

HALF-BACK LINE
________________________

________________________

________________________

MIDFIELD
________________________

________________________

HALF-FORWARD LINE
________________________

________________________

________________________

FULL FORWARD LINE
________________________

________________________

________________________
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Cuimhní Cinn
By: SÉAMUS Ó DUBHAGÁIN

Í CHREIDFEÁ cé chomh láirneach is a bhí an t-iománaíocht i scoil na
mBráthar i nDúrlas i lár na seascaidí. Ní hamháin go raibh na
Sairséalaigh agus Tiobraid Árann i gceartlár a ré órga féin ag an am agus
b’annamh nach raibh corn de shaghas éigin á thaispeáint ar bharr an sean
staighre chuile fómhar ach ina theannta sin bhí foireann iontach ag an scoil féin.
Leis an mbaile féin ag forbairt agus sraitheanna na sráide faoi lán seol, bhí an
cuma ar an scéal go mbeadh foireann den scoth ag an scoil i ’65 agus ’66. Tháinig
an tuar faoin tairngreacht leis an mbua i gcluiche ceannais Dean Ryan i 1965. B’é
Eddie Lacey, solas na bhflaithis dó, an captaen, leasainm a lean é ar feadh a
shaoil. Nuair a thuirling sé den traen, rug se greim ar an gcorn agus bheannaigh
dá hathair ag a bhfuinneog uachtarach leis agus é ag breathnú air ag máirseáil
síos Sráid na Manach.Cé is moite den dream ó’n mbaile mór,bhí imreoirí
iontacha ag freastal ar Choláiste na Pallotines agus ar ndóigh ó na paróistí go léir
maguaird.
Nuair a tháinig 1966, bhí deich mbliana caite ó’n uair gur ardaigh Jimmy
Doyle, suaimhneas síoraí dó, Corn an Artaigh agus cuardaíodh an dóigh agus an
andóigh chun an corn a bhreith abhaile arís. Is cuimhin liom bheith ag
cleachtadh ar an bplásóg fhéir os comhair na scoile roimh buaileadh an chloig
ar maidin, chuir Paddy O’Gorman piollaí vitamin ar fail ó shiopa poitigéara
Hickeys agus fiú sa seomra ranga ar maidin, rinne an Bráthair Ó Laoghaire

N

Thurles CBS – Dean Ryan Cup Champions 1965. From l.-r.: Pat Leane (Thurles Sarsfields),
Tom Joyce (Holycross-Ballycahill), Tom Ryan (Moycarkey-Borris), Pat Heffernan
(Holycross-Ballycahill), Barry Meagher (Thurles Sarsfields), David Hickey (Thurles
Sarsfields), Brother Keane, Paddy Phelan (Gortnahoe-Glengoole), Archbishop Morris, Pat
Dwyer (Thurles Sarsfields), Eddie Lacey (Thurles Sarsfields, capt), Pat Callanan (Thurles
Sarsfields), Ned Flanagan (Thurles Sarsfields), Pat Gleeson (Thurles Sarsfields), John
Nolan (Moycarkey-Borris), Jimmy Duggan (Thurles Sarsfields), Tom Meagher (ClonoultyRossmore), Billy Walsh (Thurles Sarsfields), Seamus Ryan (Moycarkey-Borris), Paul Byrne
(Thurles Sarsfields), Brother O’Leary.
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dearmad ar an calculus agus
rinneamar céimseata a raibh baint
aige le línte ingearacha na gcúl agus
uilleanacha na liathróide ó na
cliatháin. Bhí lámh ag gach dalta
scoile sa feachtas,cumadh amhráin,
“Dúrlas, an scoil is fearr sa
Mhumhan, Dúrlas, do’n iománaí
crua, Dúrlas...” Chualamar an slua
amhránaíocht thíos fúinn sa chlós
agus sinne i seomra a sé ag tarraingt
línte ar chlárdubh agus ag fáil na
céadta scór gleoite i rith na
seachtaine roimhré.
Faoi dheireadh, tháinig lá na
cinniúna thíos i mButtevant,sean
chearnóg beairice agus na mílte ar an
bhfána mór thimpeall air. Ní
chuimhin liom an raibh sceitimíní
móra orainn nó nach raibh ach ag
leath ama bhíomar chun tosaigh agus
cuma na maitheasa orainn. Ach tar
éis leath ama tháinig an díle agus trí
huaire as a chéile,chrom an chúlbáire Thurles CBS – Harty Cup Champions 1956. Left
upwards: Frank Houlihan, Michael Lonergan,
chun an sliotar a bhreith as an
Liam McDonnell, Louis Foyle, Matt Stapleton,
eangach. Bhíomar cloíte agus ní Seán Ryan, Seán Ryan, Paddy McGree, Patsy
raibh aon éaló.
Butler, Br Leahy, Tom Gleeson. Right upwards:
Is dócha go raibh caint agus Aidan Wall, Pat Loughnane, Jimmy Doyle, Bill
cáineadh le fada ina dhiaidh sin ach Canty, Stanley Ryan, Michael Maher, Seán
níor chualamarna í. Ait go leor, níor Warren, Michael Craddock.
chuir se isteach ná amach orm féin, bhí mé iontach buíoch go raibh mé sáite ina
lár agus bheadh lá eile ag an bPaorach. Bhí go leor eile idir lámha againn agus
an saol mór ag fanacht linn. Chaitheamar na laethanta ina dhiaidh sin ag siúl
timpeall na scoile lenar gcáirde agus níorbh fhada gur ghlan an díomá agus gur
fhill an gáire ag Paul Byrne agus a leithéid. Chaitheamar fuíollach na bliana go
sona sásta
Caoga bliain níos déanaí,táim fíor bhuíoch as na laethanta gleoite a chaith mé
i dteannta mo cháirde i Scoil na mBráthar, as na múinteoirí agus na Bráithre a
chaith an seal ama sin linn agus as na huaireanta a chaith mé le camán i mo
lámh ag iarraidh barr feabhais a shroichint. Fíor bhuíoch freisin as an mbliain
sin 1966, an chéad uair gur imigh cúrsaí iománaíochta i mo choinne agus na
cáirde dílse a chuidigh liom agus a thug misneach dom aghaidh a thabhairt ar
an ród a bhí romham. Blianta ina dhiaidh sin bhíos fíorbhuíoch arís leis na
múinteoirí as ucht an deis céanna a thabhairt don chéad ghlúin eile-a bheith
mar bhall d’fhoireann Chorn an Artaigh, céim mhór ar bhóthar do leasa.
Guím rath Dé ar Scoil na mBráthar i nDúrlas Éile agus iad ag comóradh a
háite ionraic i scéal na hiománaíochta i dTiobraid Arann.
71

Thurles C.B.S. Bicentennial 1816-2016

Roll of Honour
~ CROKE CUP ~
(All-Ireland Colleges)
THURLES C.B.S.

2009

THURLES C.B.S.

1933
2009

~ HARTY CUP ~
1938
2015

1939

1950

1951

1956

~ CROKE CUP ~
(Tipperary Under-16 Hurling Competition – now Under-15)
THURLES C.B.S.

1933
1946
1961
1990
2002
2011

1934
1947
1963
1992
2003
2015

1941
1950
1969
1993
2004

1942
1954
1974
1995
2008

1943
1956
1975
1996
2009

1945
1958
1983
1997
2010

~ DEAN RYAN CUP ~
(Munster Under-16½ ‘A’ Hurling Competition began in 1936)
THURLES C.B.S.

1936
1955

1939
1956

1945
1960

1947
1965

1950
1992

1952
2009

~ FITZGERALD CUP ~
(Tipperary Under-17 Hurling Competition began in 1971)
THURLES C.B.S.

1973
1992
2005

1975
1993
2006

1979
1998
2010

1980
1999
2011

1984
2001
2015

1987
2004

~ RICE CUP ~
(Under-14 ‘A’ Hurling competition open to all C.B.S. schools in Munster and
South Leinster, excluding Cork city schools began in 1943)
THURLES C.B.S.

1943
1977
2013

1944
1982
2015

1945
1985

1950
1997

1954
2007

1967
2008

~ WHITE CUP ~
(Under-15 ‘A’ Hurling Competition began in 1964)
THURLES C.B.S.
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1976

1996

1997

2001

2005

2009

Lime delivered and spread

Suppliers of all types of
Crushed Stone and
Quarry Shale, Sand,
Gravel and Top Soil

Tel: 0504-54129 / 087-2567069
Email: mwsandg@eircom.net

UPPERCHURCH

DENIS RYAN

Best wishes from

2009 Croke & Harty Cup Champions

THURLES C.B.S.

